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to his friends in the State of Ohio, was re-
quested to attend a Campbellite meeting—
a society to which his relatives belonged.
He went, and listened to an eloquent dis-
course. The preacher was more charitable
than many of the clergy of other denomi-
nations; and, in the course of his remarks,
said that each denomination or branch of
the church formed a link in the chain with
which Satan will be bound, and thus usher
in the reign of peace. After the sermon was
ended, many of the brethren expressed
their approbation of the discourse, and
bore testimony to the truth of what the
preacher had said. Finally, the friends of
the Mormon Elder requested him to speak.
He hesitated. But, after much solicitation,
he arose and said—*I believe what your
preacher has said in regard to the differ-
ent denominations—that they each form
a link in the chain with which Satan will
be bound; and when bound, both Satan
and chain will be cast into the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone, according
to the testimony of John the Revelator;”
and sat down. He was not called on again.
But now for the second part of my
text—the Democracy of our country. I was
reading the remarks of a gentleman, who
was insisting that the young men of our
country should learn to spout—that is, to
make a speech on politics, and be prepared
to take the stump. A gentleman comment-
ing on it says gold will ruin the country
and destroy the Union. The people being
the government, having no recognized
head, and having to express itself through
the belly, if you please, it takes a long time;
and by the time the sentiment comes to
the head, it is so confused and divided
that the fact is, it would have you to sup-
pose that the greater portion of the brains
were in the boots! Read the proceedings
of Congress for the last year, and you
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will see one constant stew. Every man that
could get the opportunity would get up
and pronounce a solemn speech, or have
it printed at the public expense—at any
rate, to send home to his constituents,
to let them know that he did or must say
something to prevent the dissolution of
the Union, without ever reflecting upon
or seeing the real cause of the difficulty.
It is a species of maddening fury that rolls
along like the waves of the sea—a kind of
universal confusion. Take, for instance,
those who have been the most devoted to
the Constitution of the United States, and
they, like the ancients who shouted “Great
is the goddess Diana of the Ephesians!”
would shout “Great is the Constitution!”
“A great and glorious thing is the Union!”
And every step they would take, every
single effort they would make, would be to
tread on the rights of others. What is the
matter? What causes all this confusion?
Why, those men who are placed in author-
ity, from the President down, looked silent-
ly on, and saw the laws trampled underfoot,
the Constitution violated, the rights of the
innocent trifled with, the blood of inno-
cence poured upon the ground like water,
and the little insignificant body of people,
the “damned Mormons,” as they pleased to
call them, driven from their homes into the
wilderness, and so peace was taken from
their midst. Suppose you get the Christians
now together and fetch them up here, and
ask them to tell us which is the pure reli-
gion. Take, say a dozen of the leading sects,
and let each one tell us which is the pure
religion of Jesus Christ, and they would
get up such a quarrel, such a confusion,
such a hubbub, that it would be impos-
sible to tell anything about it. Go to work
and gather up the different factions of our
country, politically, and let them undertake
to tell what the matter is, and it would only
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