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us trouble during the administration of

Mr. Buchanan.

The Republican organs whipped Mr.

Buchanan into the Utah war, and they

then whipped him for getting into it;

and they whipped him until he got out

of it the best way he could, and then

they whipped him awfully for getting

out. They meant to keep him there until

the work of destruction was done. But,

thank the Lord, the Latter-day Saints

yet live, and yet have an influence, and

they are yet felt.

Now, brethren, this is the word of

the Lord. And that contention which ex-

ists throughout the country, and which

by its actual division is rendered pow-

erless to injure us, is really our pro-

tection; God uses it to protect us. He

has said, "The wicked shall slay the

wicked." The time shall come when the

vengeance of the Almighty will fall upon

the heads of those that have persecuted,

slain, driven, and rejoiced over the de-

struction and affliction of the Saints. I

know that this is the work of the Lord

Almighty. I bear my testimony to it. And

I say that if we were as we ought to

be, if we would listen to the counsel of

President Young as we ought to do, if we

would obey his instructions as we ought

to obey them, we should be the wealth-

iest people upon the face of the earth.

I suppose, however, so far as the neces-

saries of life are concerned, we are so

now. I presume you cannot find a com-

munity throughout the United States as

large as ours but what the present dis-

tress, growing out of the present finan-

cial panic, from political disorganization,

the failure of men to pay their debts, the

refusal of the South to continue in the

Union—among these influences you can-

not find a community so large as this

but what would be more or less actu-

ally in a state of suffering for want of

bread. There is no Latter-day Saint

in these mountains but what can get

good bread, and eat that which is good

and wholesome. Hence, I may say, we

are the richest people; and if we had lis-

tened as we ought to have done for the

last four years to the counsel of the Pres-

idency, we should have possessed mil-

lions of property which we do not now.

The fear there is in the breasts of many

that the Presidency will exercise an in-

fluence over their business affairs, that

would not give them as good a chance

as they ought to have, has been all the

while a plan to entangle our own feet,

and has caused us to grope like blind

men in the dark, and scramble for the

picayunes when we might as well have

picked up the eagles. I have been sorry

for this. I know that a wise head to guide

us in our movements in our different

settlements—to tell us what we should

cultivate, what kind of things we should

improve in, and the advantages to be

taken of the climate and productions of

our several localities, and the way we

should exercise our labor to produce the

necessaries of life, is of vast importance

to us. We have our brethren scattered all

over the world, far and near, and many

of them have been struggling for years to

come to Zion. We should be awake while

we are here, and try to release them from

their bondage, for ere long the terrible

storm will break loose; every man's hand

will be let loose upon his neighbor, and

blood and distress, turmoil, sorrow, mis-

ery, war, and destruction will sweep the

whole face of the earth as with the besom

of destruction.

Let us, then, exert ourselves to de-

liver our brethren, that they may flee

from the old barn like rats from a build-

ing on fire, and escape in time, and es-

cape unhurt. Be wide awake and diligent

in these things; and, when we are called

upon to go after the poor, regard it as a

most important mission. I do not want to


