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bread. There is no Latter-day Saint go

as teamsters, select some that are of no

account. If you send out a team round

which you expect to have gathered fif-

teen or twenty Saints to cross the Plains,

send a man that will be a father to them,

and teach them righteousness, and in-

spire them with good sentiments and

exalted feelings. And you that go on

such missions, remember you are sent to

bring home the sheaves: therefore take

care of them; strengthen and encourage

them in regard to the things they should

do and understand; stir up in their

hearts a spirit of obedience, and they

will come in here with the light of

the Spirit of the Lord burning brightly

within them, that their passage over the

Plains may be a school to them of prin-

ciple and doctrine and truth, that they

may inherit all the blessings that are in

store for them—blessings that will en-

dure forever.

I believe I have got entirely from my

text. Excuse me, and may the Lord bless

you. Amen.
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It is a matter of rejoicing to me,

brethren and sisters, that I have the

privilege of assembling here with you in

a Conference capacity, contemplating the

growth of the kingdom of the Almighty

which has been upon the earth for the

past thirty-one years, and considering

the progress that this people have made

in knowledge, power, and intelligence.

We meet together in this capacity from

time to time. Twice in a year we have

always the same privilege.

After considering the past, and see-

ing the improvements we have made,

as a people and as individuals, it is

a matter of importance to us to con-

sider ourselves, to see whether we are

making such progress as is required

of us—to learn if we are keeping pace

with the times and the improvements

that are being made by the leading men

of the Church—to find out whether we,

as individuals, are improving in the prin-

ciples of the Gospel, whether we are

improving in the practice of righteous

and holy principles, and whether we are

gaining knowledge, wisdom, virtue, and

getting a more full understanding of how

to make ourselves happy, and thus pre-

pare ourselves for that situation that we

expect to occupy in future.

As has been said by our President,

we can clearly see the rapid improve-

ments and advances that this people

are making from year to year. It is


