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brush around us, as do many of the na-
tives. We have ability to make ourselves
comfortable as to the physical wants of
this life. Where did we get that abil-
ity? Are your hearts lifted to the Donor of
those blessings? Do you remember from
whence your ability came? Who orga-
nized these tabernacles? Who put into
them these thinking powers? Who has
placed the spirit in the body, and orga-
nized them together, and made us capa-
ble of reflecting? Where did you get this
ability? A well-read historian and ge-
ographical scholar can contemplate his
antipodes, and in his mind see what they
are doing. He can also behold the vari-
ous exhibitions of human skill in differ-
ent nations; both in their social and po-
litical capacity; for they are in the vision
of his mind. Who gave the ability to re-
flect and to behold the earth and the in-
habitants thereof? Is not this a bless-
ing? How cheering, how comforting, how
consoling, how exalting! I would be glad
if we could realize the blessings we pos-
sess.

The Lord has placed in our possession
the elements pertaining to this earth. As
I told the people, when we first came
into this Valley in 1847, there is plenty
of silk in the elements here, as much so
as in any other part of the earth. Here
is also the fine linen. Were there any
sheep here when we came first here?
No. Were there any silk raisers then
here? No. Were there any flax raisers
here? No; neither was there a stalk of
flax growing, except what was growing
wild. The elements are here. Bring the
seeds, the eggs of the silkworm, raise
the trees for feeding the worms, and let
us see if we cannot produce silk here.
It is in the elements. We have the
elements to produce as good wheat as
grows. The elements here will produce
the apple, the peach, the pear, the plum,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the apricot, the cherry, the currant, and
every kind of fruit in abundance, and
every variety of plant and vegetable we
desire. Have you the ability to bring
any of these things forth from the na-
tive element? Yes; here are men who
know how to raise fruit, and here are the
women who know how to dry and cook
it. Here are the men who know how to
raise sheep, and how to take their fleeces
and deliver them into the hands of their
families to be manufactured. Here are
women who know how to spin, weave,
and make the finest of cloth. So with
the flax, and so with every material cal-
culated to make us comfortable. Where
did we get this ability? We got it from
our Father who is in heaven. Be thankful
for these precious gifts. As brother Kim-
ball justly said, "Remember, first of all,
the Giver;" worship and adore the Giver.
Some will lose a great deal by neglecting
the Giver and by worshipping the gift.
Such will find that they will meet with
losses.

I look forward to no distant pe-
riod when this people, called Latter-
day Saints, will be obliged to sustain
themselves. We must prepare to gather
around us every necessary of life, to
make every implement we may wish to
use, and to produce from the earth ev-
ery grain, vegetable, and fruit that we
need, and not go to any other place to
buy. Produce every article of clothing
that we need, and stop this importation
that we are now encumbered with. We
must produce all we can enjoy. I expect
that I soon shall do so.

I will now make a request of the
sisters—one which I wish them to hear,
remember, and put in practice. Care-
fully save all castoff linen and cot-
ton articles of dress, all old shirts,
wagon covers, sheets, and every ar-
ticle of cotton and linen fabric, in-
stead of letting them go to waste in
your dooryards or in the streets; for



