
we want those rags to supply the paper mill 
we are now putting up. We have as good 
machinery for making paper as there is in 
the United States or in the world. We have 
brought it here at a heavy expense—it has 
cost us some twenty or twenty-five thou-
sand dollars. We are now putting it up, 
and we want the sisters to save rags, and 
we want the brethren to raise hemp, flax, 
etc. We want to make our own paper. The 
inquiry is, “Will it pay cost?” How much 
paper do we want to use? There is annually 
imported into and used in this Territory 
some thirty thousand dollars’ worth of 
paper. Were we making our own paper, 
much more would be used, for we could 
then fill the Territory with schoolbooks 
printed here, and could supply all the pa-
per required throughout the Territory, 
thereby saving a great many thousand dol-
lars now paid for transportation. We are 
not able to print a book for want of paper. 
Now we are prepared to go to work and 
make our own paper. As I have remarked, 
we have most excellent machinery; we also 
have good papermakers; and what hinders 
our making the best of paper, and all the 
paper we want to use? Then we can print, 
in book form, the History of Joseph Smith, 
and do it in a respectable manner. Then we 
can print the Church History for ourselves 
and for the world, and every book we 
need. To aid in accomplishing so laudable 
an object, I want the sisters to gather the 
rags and hand them over to the Bishops, 
and we will pay for them with paper. We 
also want hemp, flax, and every material 
suitable for making good paper.

There are a great many things we wish to 
talk about; and I do not wish, if we could 
well avoid it, to bring such things before 
the Conference, especially on the Sabbath. 
The sacrament is being administered,

and we would like to talk about the spiri-
tual welfare of the people; but if we cannot 
save ourselves temporally, we may despair 
of saving ourselves or the people spiritu-
ally. The first thing is to save our natural 
lives and devote them to building up the 
kingdom of God on the earth.

Place ourselves back ten centuries, read 
the prophecies, and behold by prophetic 
vision what the Lord was going to do in 
the latter days. “The time is coming when 
the Saints are to be called, and they will 
assemble themselves together.” “Can it 
be possible?” “Yes; for the Prophets have 
foretold it.” “The time is coming when the 
Lord will speak from the heavens and send 
his angel to administer to men on earth, 
when the Priesthood will be restored and 
bestowed upon the children of men. Look 
forth in vision and behold these events.” 
They would appear far more beautiful than 
they appear to the natural man while act-
ing in them. I sometimes think that we 
are far beneath our privileges in a spiri-
tual point of view. The Prophets and other 
ancient holy men saw our day. They did 
not look at the human family now upon 
the stage of action in all their weaknesses; 
they did not see every little trifling affair, 
every little quarrel that more or less embit-
ters life; they did not see our darkness and 
contentions, sorrow, pain, anguish, grief, 
and strife. No; they beheld the glory of 
God resting upon the people, as we now 
enjoy it.

Many sects and societies of people have 
at different times tried to assemble them-
selves together, because it was in the proph-
ecies that the Saints should be assembled in 
the latter days—that the Lord God would 
gather his people. They have tried to gather 
their societies, but what have they effected? 
Comparatively nothing. If the Lord had 
spoken from heaven to them and revealed
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