
sugar made than is made here. Eat the new 
cane sugar that is made in the Southern 
States, and it has a very unpleasant taste. 
Take our sugar and cleanse it as they do, 
and let it stand until it is ripe for the mar-
ket, and you will find as good an article of 
cane sugar as ever was made. The Chinese 
sugar cane is a better plant to produce 
sweet than is the cane they raise in the 
South and on the West India Islands. We 
can make our own sugar. We send out a 
large amount of money to buy sugar, and 
we want this practice stopped. Now, farm-
ers, raise what sugar you want: you can 
do it as well as not. Go into the business 
systematically.

You know that we all profess to be-
lieve the “Word of Wisdom.” There has 
been a great deal said about it, more in 
former than in latter years. We, as Latter-
day Saints, care but little about tobacco; 
but, as “Mormons,” we use a vast quan-
tity of it. As Saints, we use but little; as 
“Mormons,” we use a great deal. How 
much do you suppose goes annually from 
this Territory, and has for ten or twelve 
years past, in gold and silver, to supply the 
people with tobacco? I will say $60,000. 
Brother William H. Hooper, our Delegate 
in Congress, came here in 1849, and dur-
ing about eight years he was selling goods 
his sales for tobacco alone amounted to 
over $28,000 a year. At the same time 
there were other stores that sold their share 
and drew their share of the money expend-
ed yearly, besides what has been brought 
in by the keg and by the half keg. The 
traders and passing emigration have sold 
tons of tobacco, besides what is sold here 
regularly. I say that $60,000 annually is 
the smallest figure I can estimate the sales 
at. Tobacco can be raised here as well as it  
can be raised in any other place. It wants  
attention and care. If we use it, let us

raise it here. I recommend for some man to 
go to raising tobacco. One man, who came 
here last fall, is going to do so; and if he 
is diligent, he will raise quite a quantity. I 
want to see some man go to and make a 
business of raising tobacco and stop send-
ing money out the Territory for that article.

Some of the brethren are very strenu-
ous upon the “Word of Wisdom,” and 
would like to have me preach upon it, and 
urge it upon the brethren, and make it a 
test of fellowship. I do not think that I 
shall do so. I have never done so. We an-
nually expend only $60,000 to break the 
“Word of Wisdom,” and we can save the 
money and still break it, if we will break 
it. Some would ask brother Brigham 
whether he keeps the “Word of Wisdom.” 
No: and I can say still further, as I told 
one of the teachers in Nauvoo, I come as 
near doing so as any man in this genera-
tion. It is not using tobacco that particu-
larly breaks the “Word of Wisdom,” nor 
is that the only bad practice it corrects; 
but it is profitable in every path of life. If 
our young persons were manly enough to 
govern their appetites a little, they would 
not contract these bad habits; but they 
must have some weaknesses; they must 
not be perfect and exactly right in every-
thing. It is a loathsome practice to use 
tobacco in any way. A doctor told an old 
lady in New York, when she insisted upon 
his telling her whether snuff would in-
jure her brain, “It will not hurt the brain: 
there is no fear of snuff’s hurting the brain 
of anyone, for no person that has brains 
will take snuff.” I will say that the most 
filthy way of using tobacco is to smoke it.  
What is the neat way? If you are going  
to direct any course for the people to use 
tobacco, let us know what it is. Cannot 
you who have used it for years point out 
a neat, modest, judicious way of using it?
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