SUBMISSION TO REPROOF, ETC.

operated together to carry out their own
wishes; and in order to do this, they
will both write and speak against the au-
thorities of this Church; then by-and-by,
when they disagree, the shrewdest one
will expose the others. This is the sit-
uation of the world: with them there is
no integrity; but this will not do among
the Latter-day Saints. We must become
like the limbs of one tree, filled with the
fragrance and nourishment that arise
from the roots; then we shall be clothed
with power and authority—then we shall
have care one for the other. If we do
not unite our efforts in this direction, we
shall never pass through the strait gate
that is spoken of in the Scriptures, or
what I will call the narrow gate. It is the
gate that will only admit one man at a
time. We are not going in all in confu-
sion, as the sectarians suppose.

This brings to my mind the vision
that Joseph Smith had, when he saw
Adam open the gate of the Celestial City
and admit the people one by one. He
then saw Father Adam conduct them to
the throne one by one, when they were
crowned Kings and Priests of God. 1
merely bring this up to impress upon
your mind the principles of order, but it
will nevertheless apply to every member
of the Church.

When any of you receive a rebuke
or a correction, acknowledge it at once,
and say to the one who administers it,
Thank you, brother; God bless you! And
may the Almighty give me power to
do good! I have heard men say that
it was one of the greatest things in a
man's favor, when the truth was told
to him, to acknowledge it; and I con-
sider it to be a strong proof of a man's
honesty and of his desire to do right.
I have heard men say a great many
times that it was the hardest thing they
ever experienced, to have to acknow-
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ledge the truth of a correction that was
given to them by a servant of God. In
regard to that, I will say that those
who will not do it will have that light
taken away from them that was previ-
ously given. The Lord will take from him
that hath not that which he seemeth to
have, and he will give it to him that is
more worthy and more desirous to im-
prove upon it. Let me advise you to be
like the honey bee which gathers honey
from every opening flower, but does not
destroy the flower itself. I have heard of
men who are guilty of making the most
extravagant assertions, and then boast-
ing that they never recant or take any-
thing back. All I have to say of such men
is, that, as the Lord God lives, he will
make them take back everything that
is not right to remain. I advise you to
take reproof and correction in the spirit
of meekness and humility.

If we had died when we were babes,
we should have been heirs to the king-
dom of heaven; but since we have at-
tained maturity, we are subject to the
law, liable to reproof and correction in
the kingdom of God. I am striving
to touch upon the same principles that
brother Brigham was speaking of. The
standard that you and I have come to in
this Church is one that will try us, that
will sift us, and penetrate the inmost re-
cesses of our hearts.

There is much said by the brethren
about authority. Now, I do not consider
the Seventies any better than the High
Priests or the Elders; and I can tell you
that, when anyone of these gets out of his
place, he is not as good as the other that
is magnifying his calling. If a man makes
a breach, he must repair it again, just
the same as a smith does a chain when
one of the links is broken.

If you do not listen to the counsel
that is given, and get within you the



