
blessings. There is no increase to the wick-
ed and disobedient; they will come to a full 
stop; whereas to the increase of the righ-
teous there shall be no end. The righteous 
will continue to increase and multiply in 
this present life, and also in that which is 
to come. That person who is wicked does 
not live, according to the proper definition 
of the term. We may say that he exists, but 
scarcely lives, except as he lives in wicked-
ness, which is only a temporary existence. 
The channel of communication is closed 
up to the human soul that is wicked, while 
it is extended to him that follows in the 
footsteps of virtue. The enjoyment of the 
righteous is increase. The attributes of our 
Heavenly Father’s nature are only partially 
learned by us. We are but babes in the sci-
ence of the Gospel.

The pure-minded man is more capable 
of receiving these great and glorious prin-
ciples which are calculated to enliven the 
human mind, and to enlarge the capac-
ity of man, and prepare him for receiving 
those things which are so beautiful and 
glorious. These are truths which everyone 
will admit who reflects upon the principles 
of the holy Gospel. We all know them 
to be true, and yet there appears to be a 
predisposition in the hearts of some to do 
evil and not pursue that path of life and 
live their holy religion as they have been 
taught. They do not feel to pursue the holy 
path of righteousness so as to receive the 
blessings, the enjoyment, and the felicity 
promised to the faithful Saints. It is the 
privilege of the Saints to progress in the 
knowledge of the principles of eternal life, 
and the greatest gift that can be bestowed 
upon man is the gift of eternal life. It is our 
privilege to progress in the knowledge of 
God, and to become more instrumental  
of doing good in the service of our Great

Master as we increase in years, and also 
that we may increase in wisdom and in 
intelligence, and lay a foundation for oth-
ers to build upon that come after us, that 
our children may benefit by our experi-
ence, and not have to travel over the same 
ground that we have traveled. They will 
be measurably free from the prejudices, 
traditions, and superstitions under which 
we have been raised, and they will be en-
abled thereby more easily to throw off the 
shackles which are calculated to trammel 
their minds in the path in which we have 
attempted to tread: therefore still greater 
glory will attend their footsteps, if faithful, 
because of the greater knowledge which 
they will be capable of receiving. And yet 
we look around and see ourselves and oth-
ers to a greater or less degree prone to do 
evil. Not heeding the whisperings of the 
Spirit which are calculated to shield us 
from those evil tendencies and ways—cal-
culated to preserve us and attend upon our 
footsteps, we get into trouble and difficul-
ty; but if we strive to do as well as we can, 
and submit to those influences which are 
calculated to shut out evil, we shall then 
increase in knowledge and in all the gifts 
and graces of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The only way to preserve ourselves in 
the faith is to be diligent in prayer and in 
all those duties required of us as Saints—to 
be faithful in those things that we have re-
ceived, and not to be dilatory in anything 
that we have to perform, but be diligent and 
energetic in everything that is required. It is 
not a sacrifice of our time, but it is an in-
crease of the Spirit of the Living God to the 
honest in heart, if they have order, they will 
have more of it: in fact, attention to duty 
brings an increase of every good thing that 
heart can wish or desire in righteousness. It 
is our duty to strive to be actuated by the  
influence of the Holy Spirit, and it is
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