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for us to encourage within us a love

of those principles which are being

revealed—to let the love of these prin-

ciples be the delight of our bosoms con-

tinually, to think upon, to act upon in

our daily lives. Obedience brings with

it its own rich reward, and an increase

of every good thing, whether temporal or

spiritual; and then we should discard the

evil and everything which has a down-

ward tendency, that we may receive edi-

fication, and thus cause union to spring

up amongst us, and encourage a feel-

ing in our hearts to do good, and strive

in faith to bring down the blessings of

heaven. Faith is the gift of God; and if we

will promote that in our bosoms, we shall

increase in the knowledge of the truth

and in the power of God. If we will pro-

mote faith and confidence in our bosoms,

which is said to be the basis of power,

then what is there that we desire that we

cannot accomplish? Our faith and affec-

tions once united, then see the strength

and power that we should wield in pro-

moting the principles which we so much

rejoice to see spreading abroad upon the

face of the earth.

How is it that we are compelled to

pray that our Father in heaven will

gather out of his kingdom the ungodly?

Is it that the sinner in Zionmay be afraid

and the hypocrite flee away? We are; and

I expect we shall be compelled to make

this prayer to our Father in heaven so

long as there are hypocrites in the midst

of the people of the Most High God—

those who call themselves Saints.

We see the young people, ofttimes,

walking in the ways of evil, prac-

ticing dishonesty, practicing drinking,

stealing, and other vices, and those,

too, who have been born in this

kingdom—born of parents who loved

and received this Gospel before their

birth, many of whom may be dis-

tinguished by their names having been

taken from the Book of Mormon—young

men who should have known nothing

but righteous principles. I say it is

grievous to see one of these, in whom

we have placed such strong hopes, turn

away from the truth and go into sin and

iniquity.

It may be considered by many a won-

der that we should fail in our judgment;

but I do not consider it is a wonder at

all that we should sometimes choose men

who afterwards prove unfaithful, for the

Almighty will prove his servants who are

called as well as those who call them;

and although the Lord may foreknow a

great many things, yet he is willing that

all should have an opportunity of proving

themselves.

Although those who have been born

in the Church have greater opportuni-

ties than we have had in our infancy in

regard to the principles of life and sal-

vation, yet they are subject to tempta-

tion and to be led astray as we are. This

our experience teaches us, and it is not

so wonderful that we should see this in

our youth. The spirit that is in man

needs continual watchfulness. We must

watch ourselves—watch our footsteps.

The young and inexperienced do not un-

derstand this as we do who have passed

further along in life's dreary path. But

they will improve when they feel by ex-

perience the smart for walking in the

ways of evil, when they see that it does

not afford that happiness which they ex-

pected, especially if their parents, who,

seek their welfare, continue to walk in

the path of right, of justice, and equity.

We look upon the world from which

we have come, from the lowest state

of degradation, perhaps; and we are

placed here upon a platform which is

calculated to lift us above every other

portion of the human race. This

is the destiny of this people and of


