
an evil, not through any particular mo-
tives, excepting that it is an evil, and know-
ing that in all righteousness we should seek 
to build each other up. We should seek to 
have within ourselves that spirit and feeling 
which will produce the most happiness and 
prosperity.

The Gospel, if we will let it, will save us, 
old and young, bond and free, and finally 
exalt us in the kingdom of our Father and 
God. It is for us, then, to eschew evil and 
set worthy examples, strive to extend this 
influence abroad among our brethren, so 
far as we are able, and so far as we have it 
ourselves, and then cause them to extend it 
to others, and so continue; and in this way 
seek to redeem the earth, as well as in our 
labors of seeking to redeem mankind from 
sin and iniquity.

We offer the people the Gospel, which 
is calculated to save them in the kingdom 
of God. We seek also to make the desert 
blossom as the rose; and herein we may 
improve ourselves in the cultivation of the 
earth. We can ornament and adorn the 
earth with trees, with shrubs, and flowers; 
and while it is bringing forth grain of all 
kinds for the sustenance of man, it will also 
be beautified by our industry and taste.

Israel is on a mission. The Elders are out 
upon a mission. The good seed is being 
sown. The Lord has commenced his work 
in earnest, and thousands will flock to this 
standard, and it will do to tie to. Yes, thou-
sands will do this for safety. Then it is for us 
to prepare to bring forth the grain and the 
other products of the earth for the suste-
nance of the people of God—to ornament 
the earth with cities and temples, with 
grain, with shrubs, with trees, with fences, 
and every good thing that makes it delight-
ful to the eye of the builder, and in this way 
cause our homes to become beautiful. Like

every other principle of righteousness, it 
is better for ourselves to do things in this 
way. It is pleasing to God; it is also pleas-
ing to every enlightened mind, and causes 
the faithful in afterlife to look back to their 
childhood, to consider certain traits in 
their character and the counsel and admo-
nitions they received. When children grow 
up, they are very apt to look back to their 
old schoolhouses, and to certain trees that 
surrounded the house, and other haunts of 
their childhood, giving early and pleasing 
impressions. These things are calculated to 
inspire the young minds with taste for that 
which is beautiful and lovely. It is elevat-
ing to the mind to make and have around 
us and our habitations shade trees, flowers, 
and shrubs; and it sets a good example be-
fore the young, and it is calculated to instil 
into their bosoms virtue, holy and righ-
teous principles. It will circulate the same 
in our Wards as in our habitations.

Many people will live year after year—
they will plow and sow, reap and mow, 
without a tree, without a fence about their 
premises; they will live in a mud hovel; 
whereas with a little labor an hour or two 
in a day, in setting out a few trees, be the 
labor ever so small, it beautifies that place 
on which the labor is bestowed. When 
you look at a place, a house, an home-
stead, it seems to indicate the character of 
the person that dwells there. Although our 
improvements may seem to be very small, 
yet every little does so much towards mak-
ing up the sum of human happiness. It is 
our duty to improve in all those things 
that will make home pleasant and desir-
able. It is, as I said before, our mission to 
redeem the earth, by adorning it in every 
possible way. Then we shall wield an in-
fluence that in time will enable us to over-
come every antagonistic power and influ-
ence on the earth that is brought to bear
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