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upon it. There is no doubt about this in
my mind, for I know that this kingdom
must eventually triumph.

The work of the Lord is progressing
as fast as the Saints are capable of stand-
ing up under it. Things are breaking to
pieces in the nations. The Lord is cast-
ing down and setting up as it pleaseth
him. We can plainly see his hand and
footsteps in the midst of the nations—
the confusion which reigns and predom-
inates among the wicked, and we can
hear the sound thereof almost from day
to day. But here in these valleys of the
mountains is a grand contrast; here is
peace and happiness, and, if we have a
mind to make it so, our heaven; for it
rests with ourselves. We can have just as
good a heaven as we have mind to, if we
go about it in the right way. It is for us to
make it to suit ourselves. If we have any
happiness here, we have it to make. It is
our privilege to have peace—to make our
homes happy by living our religion; and
why don't we do it? Many of us will say
we will.

Here is the greatest heaven of any
place upon the earth; and, God being
our helper, we will extend this heaven
abroad, increase its number of angels of
peace, its usefulness, and extend its ben-
efits to others; for as many as choose
may come and enjoy it with their hearts
and souls. It is my daily prayer that
the honest in heart may come with a
heart and mind to aid in reclaiming the
desert, and causing it to blossom as the
rose—come to aid in the good cause, in
the concentration of truth, of wisdom,
of power, and of every good thing, to
aid in the enlightenment of the world
and in concentrating all that is worth
having of science, of knowledge, of phi-
losophy, of mechanism, of the cultiva-
tion of the earth—to aid in concentrating
into one focus all human ingenuity, and
all human strength and power that will
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build up the kingdom of God, establish
the principles of righteousness and peace
upon the earth, and thus form a barrier
against the assailing floods of wicked-
ness and corruption which have so long
desolated the earth—a barrier which
they can in no way overcome. They may
surge up against the kingdom, but the
barrier will be greater and greater, and
it will eventually break the nations in
pieces and grind them to powder. As it
was said by one of old, upon whomsoever
that stone shall fall, it will grind them to
powder.

Here is a concentration of power, gov-
erned by righteous principles, governed
by intelligence; and here is an opportu-
nity of knowing all that is worth know-
ing or having upon the face of the whole
earth. And when this power is brought
to bear upon the wicked and ungodly na-
tions, will it not crush them, and they be
as chaff before the wind when it shall fall
upon them? Yes; and it will grind them
to dust.

It is for us, then, if we seek the pros-
perity of Zion, to be faithful, to be dili-
gent in our own duties, to live our holy
religion day by day, hour by hour. Did
you not know that a man may do that in
a moment which he cannot redeem him-
self from in a lifetime, and perhaps not
in an eternity?

Let us shun evil and put it under our
feet—put it far from us—yea, even the
very appearance of evil, that our path-
way may be strewn with the blessings
of the kingdom of God, and that the in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit may be in us
as a well of water springing up into ev-
erlasting life. Let us strive to do good
for our own sake, and then peace, hap-
piness, and prosperity, both temporally
and spiritually, will be ours.

I make this appeal to you, my
brethren and sisters, that we may
live our holy religion, eschew all evil,



