50

he would. Let me caution you, brethren
and sisters, to nip this sprig and sign
of apostasy in the bud. It is said that
the mind that will receive will have a
knowledge given to it of the truth after
which it searches. The reason that those
characters do not have intelligence is be-
cause their minds are closed against it.
I say, and I admonish you to let your
minds be open continually, esteem it a
favor—one of the greatest bestowed by
the Almighty—the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Live so as to let it be in each of your bo-
soms, to inspire your hearts, to enable
you to receive the instructions that are
from time to time given unto you, that
you may ever be inclined to do good and
eschew evil. That Spirit will inspire you
in every good thing; it will teach you to
walk humbly and faithfully before your
Father and God.

I know there is that in the hearts of
the people of this Church and kingdom
that responds to righteous principles; for
no one that hears the truth but knows, as
a general thing, what is right; but it ap-
pears that they are sometimes neglectful
of what they do know, and that they do
not do as well as they might; and they
know that this is wrong.

Brethren, I feel well. I feel within
myself a peculiar satisfaction in see-
ing the prosperity of the people of God.
I feel well in witnessing his mighty
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hand and his goings forth among the na-
tions of the earth, as I see the day ap-
proaching when the power of the Adver-
sary will be weakened to that extent that
he will not be able to disturb the hap-
piness of the Saints. When I see the
Lord breaking in pieces the nations, I
feel well. When I see the Gospel going
abroad, and its principles more and more
adhered to by the people of God, and
in seeing the people cleave to righteous
principles and forsake all that is evil. I
pray God that we may increase in those
things that are calculated to enable us
to carry them abroad, that we may have
power with our Father and God, to main-
tain our faith and integrity against every
opposing power and every obstacle that
is put in our way, and be enabled to draw
from the elements for our support, that
we may be free and independent from
this wicked and untoward generation.

I pray our Father to bless us with his
Spirit, that we may be able to act well
our part, in connection with those that
rule over us, that we may sustain them
by our faith and prayers, and through
our diligent efforts be instrumental in
the hands of our Father in heaven in re-
deeming the earth from sin and iniquity.
I pray my Father in heaven that we may
be enabled to accomplish these things, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.



