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brother Wells and the other brethren. I

did not hear brother Wells, but I heard

Brother George A. and President Young.

What they said was truth, and I also

know that what brother Wells said was

truth, for he cannot speak anything else.

There are men of whom I could not

say that; but brother Wells' mind is

stored with knowledge and wisdom, and

it would be hard for a man like him to

talk anything else than the truth. We

often say that we wish to speak the

truth to the people, which is right and

good; but is it any more necessary that

I should be a man of truth here than I

am in my garden or with my family? No.

It is necessary that I should be a man of

truth wherever I am, whatever my em-

ployment may be. It is not wisdom for

us to be as the old Quaker, who, when

he was insulted, pulled off his coat and

said, "Lay there, religion, till I flog this

man!" Now my doctrine is, that if I can-

not flog a man and be just as religious

as I am in this pulpit, I had better let

him alone. But, unlike the old Quaker, I

never had an occasion to put my religion

to the test in this way; in fact, I never

had much difficulty with any man in my

life. I have had more difficulty with my-

self than with anybody else. I will not

do as some have done, whip a man be-

cause I have the power and the strength.

Let men act unjustly with me, and I will

endure it until that spirit which I enjoy

says, You have borne enough; and then if

I have to administer chastisement unto

that man, I will do it by the power of God.

Then such a man had better be out of my

way and out of my hands.

Do not, brethren, follow in the

track of those who came against Je-

sus. He had no friends, but he

had the power of God with him, and

his enemies were struck dumb before

him. This is the position we should

be in; and then what are the nations

of the wicked, or the armies of the United

States, or of all the world? If we at-

tend to our business and let other things

alone, the Lord will sustain us in all cir-

cumstances of life. Supposing I had a

dozenmen employed—menwho were de-

voted to the truth and to my interest, I

would say, Boys, attend to your business;

do what I have told you, and I will at-

tend to our enemies; I will see to these

chaps and flog them to it; I will teach

them to attend to their duties, or stand

aside. This is the character of our Fa-

ther: he will defend his own, he will de-

fend his people, he will defend our wives

and children, these mountains, and all

that cleave unto righteousness. This is

the way I view the subject, and I pre-

sume that all Israel will say Amen.

It is our duty to pursue that course

that will lead and guide us unto eternal

life. This land is blessed above all other

lands: it was foreordained to be the gath-

ering place of the Saints, where the Lord

would hide up his people until his indig-

nation should pass over the nations of

the earth. You have heard us say that

all the world and hell combined cannot

get us out from these mountains, and I

say the same today.

It is by our faith and works, by our

integrity and righteousness, by doing to

others as we would wish them to do unto

us. Jesus says—"With what judgment

ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with

what measure ye mete, it shall be mea-

sured to you again." (Matt. vii. 2.) This

is and will be the case with every man

in this Church and kingdom, from first

to last. All will have that reward which

their works merit, whether they be good

or evil.

I realize that I am a feeble man—

that I am nothing more than a worm

that crawls upon the earth, except

when God is with me. The more I


