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I appear before you this morning with

grateful feelings to our Heavenly Father

for the privilege we mutually enjoy in be-

holding the dawning light of so good a

day for Israel.

Brother Kimball, when he bade me

goodbye, as I started from the city on

this visit, wished me to say to the people

for him, "God bless them!" and brother

Brigham blesses the people continually;

our Father in heaven blesses them; the

heavens are full of blessings for them.

Why, then, should we not be the most

happy of all people? While the earth

is full of turmoil and strife, the people

in these mountains dwell in peace, and

are blessed with unparalleled prosperity.

They have that joy and peace, that satis-

faction and quietness that proceeds from

God, which could not be enjoyed in any

other part of the world, or among any

other people under the most favorable

circumstances.

We have been called together from

different parts of the world for the

great and special work of building up

the kingdom of God upon the earth,

to establish a nucleus of righteous-

ness from which shall radiate every

great, good, and holy principle to all

parts of the habitable world. It is

our privilege to bear an important

part in this great work. The Gospel

of salvation has been promulgated—

has reached our ears where we dwelt

among different nations and countries,

and has brought us to these mountain re-

gions. And now what is our duty? Shall

we be like the world from which we have

been gathered out? If this is our inten-

tion, we might as well have stayed in

our native country, where we could have

ripened for destruction as well as here.

But if we have essayed to be servants of

the Most High, to be his children, to be

his chosen and peculiar people, and for

which purpose we are gathered out from

among the Gentile nations, let us not do

as they do, but let us do according to the

high behest of Heaven, who has given

us an appointment, and called us forth

to build up his kingdom in these last

days. Let us follow implicitly the instruc-

tions of those whom God has appointed

to guide our minds and direct our steps;

or, to use other words, let us believe our

religion and faithfully live it. Do we be-

lieve fully that God our Father has ap-

pointed men whom he influences day by

day to lead forth his people, and direct

them in all their spiritual and temporal

labors? And do we so order our course

as to correspond with the instructions

given us? Or do we suppose we can en-

tirely take our own way in temporal mat-

ters, according to the traditions of our fa-

thers and the dictations of the spirit of

the world, and at the same time please


