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subject to perform military duty. Many

of them are ignorant as to the proper

care, proper handling, and proper use

of firearms. They should be taught to

handle firearms in a way not to acci-

dentally injure themselves or their com-

panions in arms. I care more about

their knowing how to handle their arms,

and how to keep them in good condi-

tion than I do their knowing how to per-

form "Eyes right, eyes left," &c. Not but

what strict discipline and a maintenance

of perfect order in military ranks is es-

sentially necessary, as in all other de-

partments of the community, though I

would rather they would learn to shoot

correctly. And it would not be amiss to

secure a little extra supply of ammuni-

tion to practice how to shoot, rather than

trade off the arms and ammunition that

is put into their hands to use when nec-

essary. Learn how to clean a gun well,

how to take it apart and put it together

again, and how to keep it in good condi-

tion. Learn how to lead a gun properly,

learn what is a proper charge, and then

learn to throw the ball to the spot where

you wish it should be lodged. It would be

presumption to call a person to go forth

bearing arms that could not use them

with proper effect: this would prove an

injury instead of a benefit. We would

be relying in vain upon that person to

perform for us an important duty. We

wish the military officers to lend their

instructions in this way. Teach the ig-

norant how to use and take care of their

firearms, and how to keep them safely,

that they may be in continual readiness,

and that their families and friends may

not be injured by them. Let your mili-

tary organizations be kept up, and enroll

newcomers into some company, that they

may know their officers and their place

when they are called upon to act. Let

your organizations be perfected as far

as possible, that every manmay be ready

when called upon to go on foot or on

horseback.

I have seen your little girls herd-

ing cattle and sheep. I would not let

even small boys do it, to say nothing

of girls. It is unwise, for the sake of

the influence it has over their minds.

In one sense it is a cause of idleness.

Our boys and girls would be better at

school. Men should herd stock. Those

boys who are now about on horseback,

with pistols slung to their sides, who are

butchering your cattle and stealing your

horses, were many of them herd boys?

Herding is a poor school for your boys

and girls to attend. They are on the

wild plains, and among the swamps and

brush, away from the influence of their

parents and schoolteachers; and there

they receive bad impressions upon their

minds, whereas good impressions should

be made. Let men herd your stock.

The building up of this kingdom is a

work of progress; and where some things

are necessary to be done, other things

must not be neglected. If you have a

great deal of work on your hands of one

kind, do a little less of that kind, and

more of some other kind, and bring all

things together. You have not time, you

think, to send your children to school,

you have so much work to do. I like

that you should have plenty to do; but

should you neglect to instruct your chil-

dren while you are busily engaged in

other pursuits? It is not wisdom to ne-

glect this very important part of our

duty, while at the same time it is good

to be diligent in every other duty that

necessarily devolves upon us in every de-

partment of life.

We raise a great amount of wheat,

and crop our land year after year

with the same crop. This is a per-

nicious practice for our land. It


