
BUILDING UP OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC. 65

and be a Saint of the Most High. For

your own sakes, be true to yourselves

and live your religion which you profess

to believe, and train up your children in

the principles of righteousness which the

Lord God has revealed to you, and in

which the faithful so delight, and which

is so great a comfort and consolation to

them. Bring your children up so that

they will be an honor and a credit to you

in your old age—so that they will walk in

your footsteps, inasmuch as you walk in

all obedience before the Lord. The Lord

made great promises to Abraham. Why?

"For I know him, that he will command

his children and his household after him,

and they shall keep the way of the Lord,

to do justice and judgment," &c.

You can do your duty as Abraham did,

and influence your children in every pos-

sible way to work righteousness in all

their days. Every person has his agency;

and how grand the idea, when the strong

will of man is used for the promotion of

the kingdom of God, to set forth as first

and foremost the principles of truth and

righteousness, and thus finally lead to

exaltation in the kingdom of God, with

power to preserve in it to all eternity our

identity, walk into the presence of God,

and be able to bear the scrutinizing eyes

of our Father in heaven!

What an exceeding great blessing to

be able to do all this if we will, and

save those with whom we are associ-

ated, and go forth and become the Gods

of eternity. Let us prove to God, to

angels, and to all holy beings that we

are for the kingdom—that we are for

God and holiness. Let us put aside

our contentions and bickerings and lit-

tle notions: they will not add any weight

in the balance in our favor, but it will

weigh against us, and will continually

thwart our onward progress. You say

a person has done you an injury. Sup-

pose he has, what of it? It should not af-

fect you. Overlook it and pursue steadily

the upward path to righteousness, and it

will not hurt you a particle; but it will

hurt the person that has inflicted the in-

jury. It is better to suffer wrong than to

do wrong. If a person steals anything

from me, it does not make it right for

me to take something that belongs to an-

other. If a person gets angry with me,

and I go about my business and pay no

attention to it, but rather take an occa-

sion to soothe and control his feelings,

and finally gain the mastery over them,

and over myself in the first place, it gives

me a victory, although he may have done

it on purpose to injure me.

When the Almighty is blessing us

with bountiful crops, how foolish it is to

quarrel with our neighbors for a little

water. Perhaps it may be we have some

reason; but if we cannot obtain the wa-

ter with good feelings and kind words, let

them have the water.

Let us go forth in our daily transac-

tions with an enlightened view of things,

and feel that we will not be moved from

the path of righteousness by every lit-

tle thing that may cross our track. Let

us go a considerable distance round any-

thing that would annoy us, rather than

make a fuss about it. Let us suffer

a great deal before finding fault with

our brother or causing him to do wrong.

Try and cherish courtesy and good feel-

ings to each other, that you may at-

tain that command over yourselves, and

that elevation of sentiment and feeling

that is worthy of you as Saints of the

Most High. When your Bishop or Pres-

ident chooses to lead out in a certain

direction in righteousness, follow after

him and sustain him. If he is not do-

ing right and walking in the path of his

duty, let your faith be of that strength


