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possible for the Saints ever to go back

to that land and inherit it, and build

the temple that has been promised and

commanded to be built. Notwithstand-

ing the revelations that had been given

to build a temple, the brethren were pre-

vented from fulfilling it, in consequence

of the opposition of their enemies, or fool-

ishness, or carelessness in the breasts of

many who were called to act with the

Prophet Joseph, when the Saints were

driven. When the Saints were driven

from the United States, we could not

see why; but those who have any light

in them can see now. If we were in

Missouri, we should be obliged to take

sides in the present lamentable strife

of brother against brother. If we were

there, we should be in constant trou-

ble. The present state of anarchy should

show us that it is impossible to set-

tle their difficulty peaceably. They may

strive to divide and make an amicable

division, but it will end in the most aw-

ful bloodshed. It is impossible to avoid

it. Their determined will and their ha-

tred to each other are such that they can-

not be reconciled. The hatred with which

they hated us has turned upon each

other, and it will continue upon them in

such a manner that they cannot avoid it.

And by-and-by it will be like it was with

the Jaredites and the Nephites. When

they became divided, they were deter-

mined to exterminate each other: they

resolved on the extermination of one

party or the other, and it ended in the

extermination of both. You look in the

Book of Ether, in the Book of Mormon,

and you will find it. After they had slain

two millions of people, the king of one

of the contending parties tried his very

best to procure peace and cease the shed-

ding of blood. Coriantumr offered Shiz,

if he would give peace to the people, he

would give his kingdom to him; but Shiz

would not consent to peace, unless Co-

riantumr would come and be slain by

the hand and sword of Shiz. Then the

people were again stirred up to battle,

and fought until all were slain, except

him whom the Prophet of God had said

should not die by the sword. From the

spirit that is now manifest, it is not im-

possible for like scenes to be again en-

acted upon this continent. It is just as

easy, I contend, for the Lord to cause the

Saints to return and build the Temple in

Jackson County as it was for the Lord to

bring us into this wilderness, or to frus-

trate the powers of our enemies, here in

this Territory, as most of you have seen.

When this people shall have learned to

do the will of our Heavenly Father, and

to be united in all things, then will be

brought about the prediction that the

wicked shall slay the wicked. The time

is not far distant when the distressed of

all nations will come from the east and

from the west, from the north and from

the south, and claim protection from the

Saints of the Most High God.

It is high time for the Saints to be

awake and on hand to perform their du-

ties, and live up to their calling as Saints

of God, doing all things required at their

hands, that the light of truth may con-

stantly shine in our minds. The only

thing that we have to fear is that the

Saints do not realize the importance of

their position, and that they will not be

awake to the duties that devolve upon

them.

The time is nigh at hand when thou-

sands and tens of thousands of our en-

emies and their children will come to

crave protection of this people. There are

many persons who have read the reve-

lations of Joseph Smith that have had

misgivings in relation to them, and they

have feared that they were true; but they

did not feel quite willing to believe that


