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they would be literally fulfilled; or, if

they did, they dared not confess it. Any

persons that have looked at the accounts

published in our papers can see how

rapidly and how easily the Lord can ac-

complish his work. He does not wish

us to go and slay our enemies, but he

wants us to be upon the watchtower.

He wants us to build towers, temples,

houses, and everything that will make

us comfortable; also to plant vineyards

and oliveyards, and to watch over them.

But when it comes to the wicked slaying

the wicked, he has thus far caused the

wicked to slay the wicked. The Saints

have been and doubtless always will be

spared this trouble, but they will have to

face dangers—in many instances to lay

down their lives for the Gospel's sake;

and to such the Lord will give crowns of

glory and endless life, even to all those

that live according to the principles of

eternal life. But we need not expect

crowns of glory in this life. The blessings

of light and life that are in the midst of

the Saints are only to be had by living for

them—by living our religion. There are

hundreds and thousands that are willing

to fight for their religion. The things that

are required are for us to live our reli-

gion, walk in accordance with the princi-

ples of honesty and justice, that the light

of the Holy Spirit may continually shine

upon us, and that our religion shall be

the uppermost thing in our minds all the

day long.

We frequently suffer ourselves to be

bound by earthly considerations, so that

we neglect our duties and attend to some

small matters, and we thereby become

careless and indifferent. But of this we

should be very careful.

When I first settled at Parowan, in

the county of Iron, the nearest set-

tlement to it was Payson; and I be-

lieve there were only some three or

four families in Payson. There were

also a few in Sanpete. The fall after, the

location was made at Cedar City. From

that day to the present there has been a

continual increase and extension of our

settlements in that direction; and al-

though it appears to be a great distance

from here, settlements are rising up so

fast that a man can stop at a settlement

every night.

In 1858, I was told at Toquerville

that it was impossible to make a road to

the valleys up the Rio Virgin, and they

were calculating that they would have

to carry their seed grain and ploughs

over the mountains upon pack animals.

I told them that in a few years I would

ride over in a carriage. Brother Joseph

A. Young and myself visited the two

settlements there, and passed over the

ground I am speaking of, with four ani-

mals to our carriage, and brother Joseph

remarked that this road, which is very

steep and crooked, was so crooked that it

was difficult to see the lead animals. The

pass has the name of Johnson's Twist.

The people are raising cotton and

grain; they are cultivating the earth and

are enjoying excellent health, and the

water is of good quality. These two places

(Pocketville and Grafton) are certainly in

a flourishing condition.

We also visited the settlement at

Minersville, Beaver county. It is com-

posed of some twenty families. They are

engaged in digging for lead, and they are

trying to bring it into use. Evidence ex-

ists that a supply may be had from that

quarter.

We organized a few families that

live on Corn Creek into a Branch

of the Church. We also found a

small company of men on Cove Creek,

who are commencing to make a set-

tlement there. Those two settle-

ments obviate the necessity of camp-

ing out at nights between Fillmore and

Beaver, and the settlements in Round


