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his heart with covetousness, which is

idolatry. We can pass over the pages

of Church history and see the incidents

that have transpired during the days of

Joseph, and see the fate of every Elder

who suffered lust or love of filthy lucre to

tempt him from the path of virtue. Their

fate should be a warning to all good men.

We can see the career of many, and be-

hold their conduct and its results. Men

took him by the hand, saluted him with

a kiss, called him brother, and then be-

trayed him; yet I can see their career of

hypocrisy, their apostasy, and their con-

summate villainy. I can mark out their

path. They were men who did not live

their religion; they were not honest with

God and their brethren; they were hyp-

ocrites; they corrupted themselves and

became traitors to that man whom God

had inspired to guide Israel. Some of

them we regarded as very smart men

that had great talents. They labored a

little while in the cause, but they were

not true to themselves; they were not

true in their integrity; they were dishon-

est and corrupt; and in consequence of

this, they fell into darkness, and lifted

their hands for the destruction of the

Saints of God, and fell from that exalta-

tion which they had aspired to attain to.

The blessings of Providence have

been over us from the commencement

of this Church; the protecting hand of

the Almighty has been visible over us

all the day long: every step has been

guided in wisdom. To take a people from

amongst the nations of the earth and lo-

cate them in the midst of these moun-

tains was one of the greatest achieve-

ments over natural obstacles ever ac-

complished upon earth. To organize a

State in the midst of a vast desert—

one that could sustain itself and bear up

against the powers that endeavored to

destroy it, was a feat unequaled by any-

thing recorded in the annals of history.

When I was in Washington and in the

library of the Capitol, I was asked if the

"Mormons" would fight. I replied that

the people that would have the energy to

form a powerful State in the midst of a

desert would have energy to defend it. To

take persons, of various habits, possess-

ing education of different kinds and de-

grees, men and women speaking differ-

ent languages, coming from almost ev-

ery part of the earth—to bring them here

and organize them into a peaceful and

united people, loyal to the Government

and laws of our country, was certainly

no small task. Then take the Saints

that were assembled at Nauvoo, that had

been driven from their possessions, hur-

ried away from their homes, and robbed

of all they possessed, driven away with a

design on the part of their enemies that

they should perish in the wilderness—

to take this remnant that was left and

bring them with the rest to this land,

that was pronounced uninhabitable—to

make it produce the rich provisions of

the earth, and to organize a powerful

State in the midst of this desert coun-

try, shows the power and wisdom of the

Almighty, manifested through the man

that leads, guides, and instructs the peo-

ple. It is of such a character that the

leading of Israel through the wilderness

by Moses bears no comparison. You

go to the Book of Exodus and you find

the children of Israel made the most

crooked paths, whereas we find that we

came straightforward through themoun-

tains right into the land of promise. We

have straightened the mountain passes;

we have made the rough places plain

and smooth: the mountains, as it were,

are melting away at our presence. The

Prophet of the Lord showed all this be-

forehand by the power of God that was

in him.

After a few years in these moun-


