
profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, 
Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my works. Thou 
believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead? Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works, when he had 
offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest 
thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect? And 
the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness: and he was 
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how 
that by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab 
the harlot justified by works, when she had 
received the messengers, and had sent them 
out another way? For as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also.” (James, chap. 2, verses 14-26.)

Can you tell me about anything that 
has been accomplished without works? It 
matters not how much faith you have got, 
except you have works with it. We read 
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
that men can accomplish much by faith; 
but of course that faith must be accom-
panied by works. Whenever a man of 
God undertakes to do anything, he does 
it by the power of faith and works. Upon 
this principle the Lord brings about his 
purposes, and there never was anything 
of any moment accomplished upon any 
other principle. The Almighty has said 
that in the latter days he will send forth 
his angels to inflict punishment upon 
the wicked, and that a certain angel shall  
blow his trumpet, proclaiming that time 
shall be no more. An angel will also be

sent forth to destroy the wicked, or, as the 
Scriptures say, “to reap down the earth.”

There is virtue in the words of a man 
of God; and when he rises to address the 
people, he tells them his message plainly, 
commands them to repent of their sins and 
to be baptized for the remission of them; 
after which he promises them the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. Then, when persons 
are received into the Church, they begin 
their lives anew, as though they had never 
sinned, and thus go on unto perfection.

We are told to work out our salvation 
by our faith, and with fear and trembling. 
And cannot you readily see that works are 
required at the beginning of our career, 
and from that time to the end of our lives? 
Where is there a man in the world that 
ever raised a crop of grain without works? 
If a man wishes to raise a crop of wheat, 
he first ploughs the ground, then he drags 
it; he next sows the wheat; and when the 
dry season comes on in this country, he ir-
rigates it; when it is ripe he reaps it, hauls 
it home, stacks it; and when he gets ready, 
thrashes it, takes it to the fanning mill, 
from there to the grist mill, where it passes 
through the smutter; it is then ground, 
bolted, and taken home ready for use. And 
every process that the wheat passes through 
is controlled by works. And it is so with us: 
we are required to perform works of righ-
teousness all the day long.

Brethren, you are required to be very 
diligent and cautious; and, as brother 
Joseph said, Be careful not to put in any-
thing that will sour and destroy the good 
that you do. Take good care of all the 
good you get; increase in faith and in good 
works; for, as James says, “Faith without 
works is dead, being alone.”

Then go on with your works of  
righteousness; be diligent and faith-
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