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ful in all things committed to your

charge. Let the Elders be at their posts,

and be ready to administer in the or-

dinances of the house of God whenever

duty requires it of them. If the Elders

will be faithful, the power of God will at-

tend them in their administrations; but

if the people to whom they administer

have not repented, they will not receive

the remission of their sins, nor the gift

of the Holy Ghost; for that Spirit will

not dwell with that person who does not

honor his calling, and who is not sincere

and truly penitent before the Almighty.

You may go to meeting and sit from one

day's end to another, and it will not profit

you anything, if you do not perform the

works of righteousness required by the

law of heaven.

I can live my religion, whether at

home or abroad, whether I sit here,

preach to the people, or do anything else

that pertains to my calling and position.

If it is necessary for me to preach, I re-

joice in doing it, or in the performance of

any other duty. If I do not confess, I shall

be condemned.

I have noticed that there are not

many of those "counter-jumpers" come

to meeting: the saloon keepers are not

much better. It is hard times with them;

there is not much money stirring now;

the business is almost done on credit

nowadays. What do you think I think of

old greyheaded men who sell whiskey all

the week, and then come to meeting on

Sunday? I do not fellowship such men, be

they young or old; I disfellowship them

all. I cannot fellowship the old men who

have loved it from their youth, and then

go and give it to young men, and lead

them to destroy their bodies and defile

the earth. It is drunkenness that leads

to whoredom and abominations of ev-

ery kind, and brother John Alger, senior,

who sits before me, knows it as well as I

do. He knew me when I was a mere

boy, and there was not a drunkard in all

that district of country; but now they are

nearly all drunkards in that part of the

State; yes, men and women are leading

each other to destruction. Then who can

have any feelings against me for talking

against these things?

I wish now to speak of works. Let us

consider those principles and ordinances

that lead to life. The doctrines we teach

are good and wholesome, and every man

and woman that will observe them will

be saved; they will be at peace at home

and abroad. Do you think it will inspire

a man who is already honest to become a

Latter-day Saint? No; I am just the same

in that respect now as I was before I em-

braced the Gospel. I was honest then,

and I am honest now, and brother Alger

knows it. The man that will be dishonest

with what we call Gentiles will rob me, if

I give him an opportunity. You should be

as honest with those comers and goers

as you are with me. God has never given

you the right to be dishonest. There are

too many such characters in our midst.

Sometimes I am sorry, sometimes I am

glad, and sometimes I am ashamed of

what I see and hear. How long will such

things continue? Not many years, I can

tell you. Our Father will sweep them

from the land, and that man who is hon-

est, although he does not profess reli-

gion at all, will be saved; but those who

profess and do not possess the spirit of

their profession, and who do not live up

to their privileges, will be cast out. None

can stand or endure the trying day, ex-

cept those who are active and diligent in

the discharge of their duties.

There are some people who think I

am very hard, and occasionally pretty

rough in my sayings; but I can tell

you that I am not as severe as I ought


