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to be, considering the persons and cases I
have got to deal with. When I see people
taking a course to lead them to destruction,
I feel anxious to save them from falling. I
know that I am a poor frail mortal, liable
to err; but I know better than to cheat or
rob a neighbor, and so does every man that
has been baptized into this Church; but
men give way to temptation. If men steal,
they know they are doing wrong and sin-
ning against God.

In regard to trials that brother Joseph
was speaking of, I consider that I never
had any that affected me; and if anybody
ever rejoiced in tribulation, I did when I
had to break up and go and make a new
home. When the proper time comes, we
shall all have the privilege of attending to
the ordinance necessary for the salvation of
our dead. My brothers and sisters and all
my relatives almost died before the Gospel
was revealed; and when we get a Temple
built, I will go forth and be baptized for
them, and bring them to enjoy that which
is their right. At present I have to say to
you, brethren and sisters, Live the life of
the righteous, do that which is required for
the benefit of the living, and the day will
come when you can go through the ordi-
nances of the house of God for the dead.

I am free to acknowledge that a great
majority of this people are improving, and
I am sorry to say that a few of them are
retrograding. Some have become contami-
nated by associating with this army. They
are responsible for this themselves, for God
never suffered an army to come here to cor-
rupt the people, but to try them—to prove
them in this as well as in other things. It
is true the army has been a curse to many,
more so than any previous influence
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with which they have come in contact. We
have to be tried, and this has been suffered,
to see what we would do. Many who have
come here would, if they had an oppor-
tunity, debauch our families—seduce our
wives and daughters. There are some hon-
orable exceptions to this, and those who
would not do it here would not do it at
home.

There are many enemies of ours that
look upon us as the outcasts of all creation,
because of our religion. I expect to see the
day when they will have to come and be
our servants, and they cannot avoid this.

This is the Church and kingdom of God,
and the religion we have embraced is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and it will ere long
prevail over the whole world, and the wick-
ed cannot prevent it. Do you think they
believe it? Yes, the Congress of the United
States have more trouble about us than they
have about the whole world besides.

This is a day of judgment; hurricanes
are passing over the land and terrifying
the inhabitants of the earth; and this is
not the end. Many persons who profess to
know have been predicting that in the year
1861 more events of a marvelous character
would take place than in any previous year;
but whether this is the case or not, I know
that the judgments of God will pass over
the earth.

In conclusion, I feel to bless this land,
these valleys, mountains, waters, also our
herds and flocks; I feel to bless all the righ-
teous, and predict judgments upon the
wicked. Let the Elders who meet to pray af-
ter the holy order of the Priesthood ask the
Father to hasten the consummation of his
work, that the Saints may inherit the earth.

God bless you all forever! Amen.
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