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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT DANIEL H. WELLS, MADE IN THE BOWERY,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1860
Reported by J. V. Long

I feel to rejoice this day in what I have
heard. The kingdom of God is indepen-
dent, and so are the servants of God. They
should act so always and not be afraid to
tell the truth.

I rejoice particularly in the overturn
of affairs suggested by our President this
morning in regard to assisting the Elders
from this end of the route.

This is a good day for Israel—the very
best day they have ever seen. They are
prospered; they are becoming wealthy in
the good things of life; they are comfort-
able, and they have peace in all their bor-
ders. They go forth upon the right hand
and upon the left, and they are building
up the kingdom of God. They did more
yesterday than the day before, and they are
continuing to do so every day, and thus the
kingdom is increasing.

How fully we should realize (and per-
haps many of us do partially realize) the
greatness of the work in which we are en-
gaged—the magnitude of the work of this
last dispensation. What else should occupy
our attention equal to it? There are scarcely
any, be they rich or poor, but what have
these feelings, and they have come here in
consequence of them, and some few may
have come for other motives. But I take it
for granted that those who come here do
so because their hearts have been touched
with the light of truth.

This is the beauty of the revela-
tions and principles that have been re-
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vealed in these last days. They that have
embraced them desire to build up and
exalt righteousness upon the earth, and
to walk wickedness and every species of
abomination under their feet; and for this
cause have they assembled themselves to-
gether in these valleys of the mountains.
There is less of wickedness and of those
who desire unrighteousness and to roll it
as a sweet morsel under their tongues: their
desire is to exalt the principles of truth
with which they have fallen in love. They
have crossed the great seas and plains, and
many of them have striven for years to
come to these mountains to associate with
those that have pursued the same course,
stimulated by the same influence. We
have great reason to rejoice that there is
a nucleus formed here that we can gather
to. It should be the feeling of every heart,
not to build up ourselves, but to build up
the kingdom of our God. How is this to
be accomplished? We are to be united as
the heart of one man. We have difficul-
ties to contend with, as the people of God
always had. We need food and clothing,
but we do not need the wickedness which
other people revel in, or the wastefulness
with which others trample under their
feet the good things bestowed upon them
by our Heavenly Father; but we require
that wisdom that will enable us to live and
accomplish the most good, in the best way,
in the work in which we are engaged. It
is our business to provide for ourselves
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