
and our households those things that are 
necessary to make them comfortable. It 
is our duty to teach them how to pray, 
and how to practice economy, and do all 
things for the building up of the kingdom 
of God. How shall we use the bounties of 
nature so as to build up this kingdom? We 
must go to work with spirit and energy 
to do those things that are necessary for 
our existence, and to give us greater abil-
ity for the rolling forth of the work of the 
Lord. Let virtue and truth control us in all 
things. Are we not living in an age of rev-
elation? Do we not have revelation day by 
day, week by week, and month by month, 
pertaining to our salvation? Suppose that 
one of you were living in some dark cor-
ner of the earth, and the light of revelation 
and truth should reach and penetrate your 
understanding, and leave a testimony in 
your bosom higher in value and more to 
be coveted than gold; would it not be more 
appreciated than it is now?

If we cultivate the Spirit and influence 
that was spoken of today, and if we no-
tice and observe its operations, it will be 
like the voice of the true shepherd speak-
ing unto us. If we clothe ourselves with 
that Spirit, we shall be blest with its guid-
ance and inspirations from time to time; 
we shall have line upon line and precept 
upon precept. If this influence and Spirit 
were to control us continually, we should 
see, feel, and appreciate it; we should 
know that it was from heaven—the voice 
of the Almighty unto us. I have heard 
many say that they required not “Thus 
saith the Lord,” because they knew the 
words of the servants of God to be true, 
by the Spirit and influence that accompa-
nied them. This satisfies anyone who has 
the light of truth within him. And this is 
what we all can have: we can all attain to 
it, if we have this Spirit. When this is our

guide, we know what is the true voice 
from heaven: we can then tell when any-
thing emanates from the right source, and 
we can see the beauty there is therein, and 
the propriety of following out the dictates 
of wisdom and the instructions which we 
receive from day to day. We should strive 
to appreciate and understand the things 
we hear, and then go and practice upon 
them. We should love the truth for the 
truth’s sake, as we were told this morn-
ing, and do all that lies in our power for 
the advancement of the cause of truth. 
We should labor for the attainment of this 
object with perseverance and energy, and 
work humbly and diligently, that hundreds 
and thousands more may be brought to an 
understanding of the same glorious prin-
ciples that we now rejoice in. We should 
also strive to learn more of everything that 
is necessary for our benefit, and that we 
may be useful in the kingdom in which we 
are engaged; and thereby we shall learn to 
be diligent in the work of the Lord.

Have we any need to see any idle times 
in our experience in this Church and king-
dom? I have not found any peace in my ex-
perience where I could be idle for one mo-
ment; and if I have not had my mind and 
hands employed, I have always felt that I 
was idle and unprofitable. And I will here 
remark that I think, if we are willing, we 
have plenty to do; and I think it would be 
so with all, if they had the right spirit.

Let us all strive to be in the way of our 
duty, and ready to jump into any place 
and work. No matter what is to be ac-
complished, do it with an eye single to 
the glory of God and the advancement  
of his kingdom. My soul delights in  
seeing any measure adopted, which has  
a tendency to roll on the great work  
of the Lord. I rejoice that the means  
of the Church are now going to be
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