
husbanded and kept for the gathering of 
the Saints, instead of being expended for 
fine clothing and other unnecessary ar-
ticles, which is almost equal to squander-
ing the money away. I know the feelings 
of President Young upon this subject, and 
have for years. He has been borne down 
under this for some time, and all Israel 
ought to rejoice in this movement; for it 
is lifting a great burden from the people 
abroad as well as from the Presidency; and 
I consider that the Saints in these valleys 
ought to be thankful for the opportunity 
of doing something for the spread of the 
Gospel. Have you not seen many precious 
opportunities for doing good, and neglect-
ed them, and afterward regretted that you 
have let them pass? If you have, remem-
ber now, and consider that you will re-
gret more if you let the present redeeming 
chance pass without doing something to 
aid in sending forth the Gospel to the na-
tions of the earth. I would likewise advise 
you to make your deposits towards gath-
ering the poor. Remember that it is one 
of the chief duties of the Saints to gather 
Israel, in building up the kingdom of God; 
and everything we do should conspire to 
this end.

It is for this purpose that we gather 
together, and that we may have greater 
power and put our means together to ac-
complish it in a greater degree, and that we 
may see how we can best operate to bring 
forth more fully the kingdom of God and 
the gathering of Israel.

I am told that in the old country they 
have a saving fund, into which they cast their 
spare pence for the gathering of the poor 
Saints. They pray and watch; they also fast, 
believing that their deliverance will come, if 
they are faithful in putting by a little every 
week for the purpose of bringing the poor to 
Zion. You that have been there and passed

through the ordeal know about this bet-
ter than I do. I understand how anxious 
they feel to gather with the Saints to these 
mountain fastnesses, and I will ask how 
you feel, who have left brothers and sisters 
in those lands. Do you not think that they 
feel to long for the hour to come when 
they can have the blessings which you en-
joy in these valleys of the mountains? Do 
they not long to contribute to the building 
up of the kingdom of God?

It is a duty incumbent upon this genera-
tion of the Saints of God to impart freely 
of their substance for the gathering of scat-
tered Israel, and also to aid in dispensing 
the words of life to all nations, that those 
who sit in darkness may have an opportu-
nity of embracing the Gospel of salvation 
that has been revealed in this dispensation. 
This Gospel must be proclaimed to every 
creature, that they may receive it, if they 
see proper; and if they do not, they will be 
under condemnation. This is an obliga-
tion resting upon the Saints of God. Who 
are there that would not be glad to gather 
their friends together and encircle them 
around them—I mean those whom they 
know to be as honest as themselves? They 
would certainly like to have their relatives 
participate in the same blessings that they 
themselves enjoy. We all wish our friends 
to have the privilege of exercising their own 
agency in regard to the Gospel, as well as in 
any other matter. I suppose there are none 
but that have these feelings for their friends 
and acquaintances.

We are here living in the midst of the 
Saints, participating in all the blessings  
of the kingdom of God. And suppose we 
do not have all the luxuries we desire, 
what of that? How often do the Saints 
abroad go without a meal’s victuals for the 
sake of saving something for the Mission 
and for the spread of truth? I have
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