
to receive it. And I will rebuke the devour-
er for your sakes, and he shall not destroy 
the fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in 
the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all 
nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall 
be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” (Malachi, chap. 3, verses 8 and 12.)

Let us apply these things to ourselves, 
ponder over them, and seek to do better, 
and live better every day, and strive to in-
crease in our ability to do good.

I have striven diligently to do what I 
could for this kingdom, and I find that the 
more I do, the more ability the Almighty 
gives me. I hope ever to be free with what 
means I have, and the Lord knows that I 
cherish nothing in this world in compari-
son with the success and prosperity of this 
kingdom. When I joined the Church, I 
joined with all I could control, and I re-
joice in the continuation of this feeling 
within me. Let us all live and feel that it is 
a duty and privilege for every one of us to 
be upon the altar, and to do all we can to 
promote the interests of the kingdom of 
God upon the earth. In that our interests 
are combined and circumscribed. If we 
wish to appeal to a selfish motive, we shall 
find that motive fully satisfied in pursuing 
that course in which I have endeavored to 
direct your minds. The best investments 
and bargains that you can make and the 
best thing you can do for yourselves here 
while in time and for eternity is to let the 
kingdom absorb all your interests and  
all that pertains to you. It is the best  
bargain that any son and daughter of 
Adam can make, to consecrate their time, 
their talents, and all that they possess 
to the advancement of the cause of our  
Redeemer; for by it we shall obtain all that 
is good for us here and all we desire in

the future. Through that channel we shall 
attain eternal riches, and through that 
channel we shall preserve our identity be-
fore our Father and God, and insure our 
salvation in his kingdom.

Let us be obedient and humble, and 
listen to the whisperings of the Spirit of 
God. There are not many people in the 
world but who hear the whisperings of the 
Spirit at times, and you Latter-day Saints 
have a claim upon it constantly, if faithful. 
I have remembered the whisperings of the 
Spirit to me for years after they were given, 
and they have come to my mind at times 
and seasons when they have been very ac-
ceptable. I know that it came to me by the 
power of the Spirit with regard to the truth 
of this work.

I can bear the same kind of testimony 
as brother Pratt, who addressed you this 
morning, although he has been an Apostle 
for many years, and was one before I was 
baptized. This causes me to rejoice, be-
cause we have all the privilege of receiving 
a testimony for ourselves.

“This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ: go 
and be baptized for the remission of your 
sins,” was the whispering of the Spirit to 
me. I soon went forward and embraced it, 
and I have been thankful ever since that 
I followed the dictates of the Holy Spirit. 
It is true I did not think as much of it at 
that time as I have done since, but I know 
it was the whispering of the Spirit of the 
Lord to me.

Many times when I heard President 
Joseph Smith teaching the people the 
principles of the Gospel, I have had  
this same influence whispering to me  
that what he said was true, and I often 
desired in my heart that the time might 
come when I could go forth and be bap-
tized and dwell with this people; and  
the Lord has answered my prayer. I feel
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