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thankful to him, and I rejoice exceed-

ingly in the work in which I am engaged.

These are good days and glorious

times in which we live, and I feel to

thank God and give praise to his holy

name for the blessings poured out upon

me—blessings and honors unexpected

and unsought for by me. I can truly

say, in this connection, that I feel grate-

ful for the blessings I enjoy and the po-

sition I occupy; and I know of no other

way to do the will of my Heavenly Fa-

ther than to do as I am told by my file

leaders. I will throw myself before this

people as an example. I have been pros-

pered in all things I have undertaken,

and the Lord knows that I have never

sought these temporal blessings; but I

have been prospered, notwithstanding,

in all things that I have put my hands

to in this kingdom. But I have sought

his wisdom that I might be useful, and

I have tried to be so. This has been the

predominating desire of my heart all the

day long, and these blessings have come

through having that desire, as a reward

from the Almighty.

I rejoice as much as any man can re-

joice, with the same degree of knowledge,

in the privilege of laying a good founda-

tion for time and for eternity. I know that

my brethren have blessed me and prayed

for me, and so have the Saints generally,

weak and unworthy as I feel. I feel to

bow down and weep before the Lord be-

cause of my poor ability. I have often felt

that I have been required to do things

that I thought I had no ability to per-

form; but my motto has been—"O Lord,

assist me to do this." And my desire has

been to see and know and carry out his

good will and pleasure. I err a great

many times, I doubt not, and wound

brother Brigham's feelings; but my de-

sire is to do whatever he desires me to do.

I do not think of talking upon this

subject, but I felt led in this peculiar

strain, or I should not have pursued it.

While I have been standing before you,

I have been led to advance these ideas;

and perhaps it is well for me to say a

few words more, and express a few senti-

ments in regard to how I came in posses-

sion of these blessings.

I never look for pay for anything I

do, and I do not care anything about it;

but when I have heard the Elders preach

about the future reward and enjoyment,

I have said that I did not know, neither

did I care anything about it; for I have al-

ways believed that the Lord would give

me all and more than I could desire or

receive. I have no trouble or doubt about

the reward. I know that I shall not go

short, neither will you or any man who

will strive to do the will of his Heavenly

Father. It is the duty of all of us to take

the right course, to do right in all things.

It is the only principle by which any man

can stand in this Church. Let the peo-

ple impugn a man's motives as much as

they please; if he pursues a righteous

course, it will bring him out right at last.

People may try to injure others as they

please, but that son and that daughter

that takes the right course, and do not

do anything to grieve the Spirit of the

Almighty, will come out right in the end,

if they will be faithful. Although dark

clouds may be louring around at times,

let the Saints look up, and let them get

a character with their God. Remember

that you are citizens in the kingdom of

God. Citizenship in the United States is

highly prized by some, and rightly too;

but what is it to be a citizen born in the

world, to that of being born in the king-

dom of God?

Let me now call the attention of

parents for a few moments; for there

are doubtless a great many here, and


