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perhaps there are some who are accountable
for having put the intoxicating cup to their
neighbor’s lips, and more especially for hav-
ing put it to the lips of their sons. It seems
to me that there should be some restraining
influence thrown around the rising genera-
tion, as well as on this practice of men in-
troducing liquor to others. I suppose that
a man is responsible who takes liquor into
his system; but I would rather it be someone
else than me who throws the first tempta-
tion in the way of any man. It is my desire to
throw around my family and friends a good
influence—to instill into their minds some-
thing better, higher, and nobler. Parents can
do this whose minds are steady, and who
have the light of truth in them like a well
of water springing up unto eternal life. Let
us throw around those that have a wild dis-
position a salutary influence, and endeavor
to cause them to forsake the paths of vice—
throw something around them that will be
calculated to exalt them and bring them into
the presence of their Father and God. How
joyful that family would be if they could
save a soul! How joyful would they be if they
could see their sons taking a wise course, be-
ing moral and sober—to see them growing
up in this kingdom in righteousness, and
to have the assurance that they were raising
up families imbued with righteous and holy
principles! What encouragement it would
be to press on in the paths of virtue, and to
shun the path of immorality! How pleasing
would it be to see our sons and daughters
pursuing the path that leads to life, and
avoiding the one that leads to degradation
and death! I hope that we shall see an im-
provement in this respect in the future.

I will not occupy your time any
longer. I feel well, and I rejoice in
the Gospel of salvation, and I feel to
bear my testimony that this is the

JOD Vol 9-LIVE.indd 85

Church and kingdom of God, and that the
servants of God have borne a faithful tes-
timony all the day long. You have had so
much of their preaching that you do not
appreciate it; you have had it like a surfeit;
the words seem to bound back; they are
like the tinkling cymbals, as the President
remarked. And it will be so, unless you
have the spirit to appreciate the teachings
of the servants of God. A greater blessing
could not be poured out upon you, and
it comes in such a way that you cannot
appreciate it. For instance, it is a com-
mon thing for people to say, “Oh, I have
heard that before!” and hence the people
pay no attention, nor do they give heed to
the teachings that are given here. This is
because they are blessed with them so fre-
quently. But is that the way to do? It is the
way you do. But I look for a reformation
in many things. The work is not going to
stop; it is going to be propelled with im-
mense force, and there are sufficient people
to make it roll with greater rapidity.

This people have been prospered and
blessed, and have got the comforts of life;
and if they do not keep them in their pos-
session, it is their own fault. It is within the
power of everyone to get them: they are of-
fered for labor on every hand. Those who
can lay up for their families should do so,
and their is no necessity for anyone going
short of bread. It is offered in the streets
for sale very cheap, and the supposed sur-
plus is going out of the Territory. The
people can get it for their labor, and they
had better keep it and treasure it up against
a time of need.

May the Lord bless us all, and keep
us faithful, and enable us to be useful in
his kingdom, is my prayer in the name of
Jesus. Amen.
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