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also do the High Priests, when they are
called upon. They possess precisely the
same Priesthood that the Seventies and
the Twelve and the First Presidency pos-
sess; but are they ordained to officiate in
all the authority, powers, and keys of this
Priesthood? No, they are not. Still, they are
High Priests of God; and if they magnify
their Priesthood, they will receive at some
time all the authority and power that it is
possible for man to receive.

Suppose that Sidney Rigdon and
Frederick G. Williams had been taken
away or had apostatized, as one of them
did soon after the revelation I have re-
ferred to was given, and there had
been only Joseph Smith left of the First
Presidency, would he alone have had au-
thority to set in order the kingdom of God
on the earth? Yes. Again: Suppose that
eleven of the Twelve had been taken away
by the power of the Adversary, that one
Apostle has the same power that Joseph
had, and could preach, baptize, and set
in order the whole kingdom of God upon
the earth, as much so as the Twelve, were
they all together. Again: If in the provi-
dence of God he should permit the Enemy
to destroy these two first Quorums, and
then destroy the Quorum of Seventy, all
but one man, what is his power? It would
be to go and preach, baptize, confirm, lay
on hands, ordain, set in order, build up,
and establish the whole kingdom of God
as it is now. Can we go any further? Yes;
and I think you will see the reason of it,
and how easy it is to be understood, and
see the propriety of it. I really believe,
and it is my doctrine, that if I speak to
the brethren by the power of the Spirit
of my calling, the evidences are com-
mended to those who hear, and the rea-
sons they see in the spirit of the remarks
I make. Suppose the Enemy had power to
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destroy all but one of the High Priests
from the face of the earth, what would that
one possess in the power of his Priesthood?
He would have power and authority to
go and preach, baptize, confirm, ordain,
and set in order the kingdom of God in
all its perfection on the earth. Could he
do this without revelation? No. Could the
Seventies? No. Could the Twelve? No.
And we ask, Could Joseph Smith or the
First Presidency do this without revela-
tion? No; not one of them could do such a
work without revelation direct from God.
I can go still further. Whoever is ordained
to the office of an Elder to a certain de-
gree possesses the keys of the Melchizedek
Priesthood; and suppose only one Elder
should be left on the earth, could he go
and set in order the kingdom of God? Yes,
by revelation.

How came these Apostles, these
Seventies, these High Priests, and all
this organization we now enjoy? It came
by revelation. Father Cahoon, who
lately died in your neighborhood, was
one of the first men ordained to the of-
fice of High Priest in this kingdom. In
the year 1831, the Prophet Joseph went
to Ohio. He left the State of New York
on the last of April, if my memory serves
me, and arrived in Kirtland sometime in
May. They held a General Conference,
which was the first General Conference
ever called or held in Ohio. Joseph then
received a revelation, and ordained High
Priests. You read in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants how he received the
Priesthood in the first place. It is there
stated how Joseph received the Aaronic
Priesthood. John the Baptist came to
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery.
When a person passes behind the veil,
he can only officiate in the spirit world;
but when he is resurrected he officiates
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