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Priest? When Bishop Miller finds that

the Seventies in his Ward are teaching

doctrine that he does not believe in, he

has nothing to do with the matter while

acting in the capacity of a Bishop. He

would say, "I stand here as your Bishop,

and I have nothing to do with the doc-

trines you teach. I cannot control the

higher Priesthood, while in my present

calling. I cannot officiate here as an

Apostle, as a Revelator, as one who has

authority to say, 'Thus saith the Lord' to

the people concerning spiritual things."

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches us

whom they are to be decided by. Though

brother Miller, as a Bishop, should say

nothing on controverted points of doc-

trine, yet he can meet with his brethren

of the High Priesthood who may be in his

neighborhood. Three High Priests form

a Quorum; five form a Quorum; seven

form a Quorum; twelve form a Quorum.

Let a Quorum of High Priests go into an

upper room, and there appear before the

Lord in the garments of the holy Priest-

hood, and offer up before the Father, in

the name of Jesus, the signs of the holy

Priesthood, and then ask God to give a

revelation concerning that doctrine, and

they have a right to receive it. If you

cannot get the information in any other

way, suppose you were upon the islands

of the sea, far away from the main body

of the Church, you are entitled to the ad-

ministration of angels who administer in

the terrestrial kingdom; and they have a

right to receive administrations from the

celestial. In this capacity you could ask

for revelations pertaining to doctrine.

In the capacity of a Bishop, has

any person a right to direct the

spiritual affairs of the kingdom of

God? No. In that capacity his right

is restricted to affairs in a tempo-

ral and moral point of view. He

has a right to deal with the transgressor.

I do not care what office a transgressor

bears in the Church and kingdom of God,

if he should be one of the Twelve Apos-

tles, and come into a Bishop's neighbor-

hood, and purloin his neighbor's goods,

defile his neighbor's bed, or commit any

breach of the moral law, the Bishop has

a right to take that man before him-

self and his council, and there hold him

to answer for the crime he has been

guilty of, and deal with him for his mem-

bership in the Church, and cut him off

from the Church to all intents and pur-

poses, to all time and eternity, if he will

not make restitution and sincerely re-

pent. "What! One of the Seventies?"

Yes. "One of the High Priests?" Yes. "One

of the Twelve Apostles?" Yes, anybody

that happens to come into his neighbor-

hood and transgresses the moral law. On

the other hand, can the Seventies try a

Bishop? No. Can the High Priests try

him? No, unless they call twelve High

Priests in the capacity of a High Coun-

cil; and then you must have the Presi-

dency of the Melchizedek Priesthood to

preside over the council, and there you

can try a Bishop. How curiously it is

all woven together to make the fabric so

strong that no one man or set of men can

rend it asunder! The Lord has so effec-

tually woven it for the salvation of the

people, that it takes tremendous power

to destroy it from the earth. All this is

designed to guard against evil. A Bishop

can try a man for a breach of moral con-

duct, but he cannot sit in judgment on

controverted points of doctrine, for they

are to be referred to those who hold the

keys of the higher Priesthood, and their

decision is the end of all strife.

In trying all matters of doctrine,

to make a decision valid, it is nec-

essary to obtain a unanimous voice,


