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I arise, my brethren and sisters, be-

ing ever willing to give my testimony in

behalf of the goodness of God and the

work in which we are engaged, even the

Latter-day Work, the building up of the

kingdom of God upon the earth. I know

it is the desire of my heart to meet every

engagement, appointment, and duty in-

cumbent upon me by reason of my call-

ing, and in undertaking to become a

Latter-day Saint.

When I made my covenant by bap-

tism, I did it with an understanding,

and with a desire to do the will of our

Heavenly Father in this generation. I

did it with a determination that I would

from that time forth do the will of Him

whom I then covenanted to serve, and

that I would do all those things that

should be required at my hands—that I

would perform every duty according to

the best understanding I had, constantly

looking to the Lord to give me better un-

derstanding, greater light, and more ex-

tended knowledge of the things of his

kingdom. These were my feelings then;

they have been my feelings ever since,

and I hope and trust that I shall ever be

guided by the same Spirit. I have ever

felt that it was good to have the testi-

mony of Jesus in my soul. It is for me,

and I consider it is for all of us, to re-

spond to every call that shall be made,

whether temporal or spiritual; and I

desire that we may feel to respond to

and do whatever we shall be dictated to

do with glad hearts, be thankful for the

opportunity, and esteem it a high privi-

lege to have a part in this work.

We should strive to get faith in every-

thing that pertains to this work, and feel

that it rests upon our shoulders to per-

form, and that it behooves each one of us

to live in that way that will promote our

own interests therein, and give us light

and knowledge, which will enable us to

cultivate that Spirit in our bosoms which

has been promised, as a well of water

springing up into everlasting life, to all

the faithful Saints.

There is a consolation in our reli-

gion which goes to every heart, and by

it every man, woman, and child may

receive joy and satisfaction, while act-

ing under the sweet influences of the

Holy Spirit, having it within us to dic-

tate and guide us in the path of virtue

and truth. When the Spirit of the Lord

influences any man, especially the true

and faithful Saint, it fills him with joy

and peace, and makes him humble in

the performance of duties. The Spirit

of the Lord carries with it its own re-

ward. A person deprived of this influence

meets with difficulties upon every hand.

It is only by being obedient and submit-

ting to the counsel of God in all things,

that we can fully enjoy that good Spirit.

By acting upon this principle in a family


