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capacity and in managing our individual
concerns (for it is in thus acting upon the
principles of obedience that families are
united), that Spirit will unite, connect, and
cause the Elders to see eye to eye, and thus
promote the advancement and prosper-
ity of the cause we have all espoused. We
cannot fulfil our engagements with the
Almighty without we have that Spirit with
us. We should so live as to acknowledge
the Good Spirit continually. We cannot do
this unless we let the Spirit of God rule in
temporalities as well as in spiritual matters.

When he whom the Lord has called
to stand at the head of his Church as the
mouthpiece of the Almighty speaks to us,
let us find out the spirit that leads him
and follow its dictation, and then we shall
be well off and do well. How often, in-
stead of cherishing the head and letting
that dictate the whole body—how often, I
say, do we seek to avoid it, perhaps for the
purpose of having it some other way, or
passing off in some other direction. This
is not right. We should let the Spirit of
the Lord rule, and the law of God abide
in our hearts. If we have the law of God
dwelling in us, and if we practice righ-
teousness and live by correct principles,
we may have it, and will increase in light
and in power with the heavens and with
all good men. We should cherish that
law, let it abide in us, govern and con-
trol us in all we do and say. Let us square
our ideas, feelings, and spirits to it, and
bear in mind that this is what preserves
us and connects us together in the strait
and narrow way that leads unto life eter-
nal. Let us nourish that kind Spirit in our
bosoms, get light from the pure foun-
tain, and not grieve it away by our un-
wise and sinful conduct. We frequently
do things according to our feelings
and opinions, until we in a great degree
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lose the light of the Spirit which should
control, and which would, if we would let
it, be a guide to our path and lead us in all
that we do and say; and certainly we need
it constantly to guide us and to enable
us to render ourselves useful, and be the
means of doing great good in the kingdom
of God. Offer a kind word to them that are
cast down, buoy up the drooping spirits,
and do all we can to sustain each other in
the trials and difficulties through which we
have to pass in this state of existence.

It is a consolation and a great assistance
to a man who tries to be a Saint to receive
a word of encouragement from a friend. It
prepares the heart for the warfare of life;
it makes a man feel stronger in the Lord.
He is thereby prepared to perform his du-
ties as a member of the kingdom of God
upon the earth. We all have a great variety
of duties to perform; some are required to
act in one way, and some in another. None
can say that they have no part or lot in the
matters in this kingdom.

The Gospel embraces every branch of
business that is useful—every department
of literature, whether science or classics—
everything that is useful in the world. All
is necessary to its accomplishment and the
bringing about of the purposes of God in
the last days. All that is good and true is
necessary to the completion of this mighty
work. In this kingdom there is scope for
the mind; there is room for the exercise of
all the physical powers of mankind. There
is some labor for each and every one to
perform. The people may have to change
from their old customs; they may have
to go from one kind of labor to another,
by reason of their being put in different
circumstances and coming from one
country to another. This with the faith-
ful Saint makes but little difference.
Let us all do the things that are before
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