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liable we are to neglect ourselves and

look into affairs with which we have

nothing to do. People do not look into

their own hearts rigidly enough, and

therefore they do not see what has been

the prompting or leadingmotive that has

caused them to judge others instead of

themselves. The inward monitor, if we

will let him have full play, will teach us

many things that are applicable to our-

selves. And if we inquire more fully into

ourselves, we shall find that we are not

always acting, from the best of motives,

those things that we do in regard to oth-

ers, for we often come across their no-

tions.

There are a great many persons who

consider their own way the best—yes,

much superior to any other person's. If

we will compare that with an unprej-

udiced mind and liberal soul, we may

reject our own bantling, and learn that

there are others whose ways are prefer-

able to our own. We will take it for

granted that we are actuated by the best

of motives. Even then, some would go to

work in one way, and some in another,

to build up the kingdom of God; but

we should all feel interested in taking

that course that will promote our inter-

ests. If each one is to have his own way

and carry out his own notion, then there

will be no effort to concentrate; hence no

union. Everyone should seek that which

is best, and be submissive to the will of

God in all things, and not strive to fol-

low his own peculiar notions. We live to

learn, and should so conduct ourselves as

to make good use of what we experience.

I have had a great many ideas

myself upon subjects as they have

passed before me; but after they are

consummated, I always find that, if

I had had my way, it would not

have been near so well. Those who

have more light, greater comprehen-

sion, and who are appointed to do those

things which we are required of this peo-

ple, can do so with better understanding;

hence I say we should readily yield to

that wisdom and strive to see a propri-

ety in carrying it out. In this way we can

soon learn to see what is right and best

for this people. We cannot possibly be-

lieve that the Almighty will suffer those

whom he has appointed to lead his peo-

ple to go astray. We have all confidence

in this, and shall have, if we do our duty.

Then let that Spirit, which we so much

desire to have in our hearts, control and

govern us; permit it to eradicate every

vile principle and influence; and do not

let our notions and traditions stand in

the way of our yielding a ready assent to

the rolling forth of God's kingdom in the

last days. The law of God should be our

joy. The study and the knowledge of it

are blessings that have been vouchsafed

unto us in this generation. The Lord has

conferred this holy Priesthood upon us;

he has opened up a communication be-

tween us and his throne, by which we

ourselves can open and find out in regard

to the principles which have been taught

from this stand, as well as those taught

by the Prophet Joseph.

This is a great and important era in

the world's history: it is a great privi-

lege given in the experience of the hu-

man race. God has shown himself no re-

specter of persons. The other portions of

the human race have or will have this

Gospel laid before them. It has already

been presented to a great extent, and

the people might have embraced it, if

they had been disposed to do so. If their

minds had been inclined, they could have

seen the kingdom of God upon the earth;

for it has not been an exclusive matter.

The Lord has scattered the seed upon the

whole earth. In communities from which

we have come, our neighbors and friends,

by whom we have been surrounded from


