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our infancy, have had the same oppor-
tunity that we have had. The only dif-
ference is, we have received it, and they
have rejected it; or, in other words, they
have not seen proper to receive it, al-
though it was sent as much for their
benefit and for their salvation as it was
for ours. The Lord, I repeat, has con-
ferred this great blessing upon the hu-
man family in these last days, and it is
for those whose hearts are touched with
the Spirit of the Living God, who can see
that this is the kingdom spoken of by
the Prophets in olden times, who have
gathered together for the purpose of es-
tablishing the principles of righteous-
ness permanently upon the earth, and
who do not forget those things commit-
ted unto them, and who remember, when
they come together before the Lord, the
world that they have come from. It be-
hooves them not to forget the wickedness
by which they were surrounded, nor the
motives that brought them together. If
you do not bear in mind these things,
why did you not stay where you were?
If you wish to serve the Devil your own
way, why did not you stay in the world
where you had that liberty, which, we
might say, is the least desirable upon
the footstool of God? There are many in
the world, who are associated with this
Church, who think it would be the great-
est privilege they could enjoy to be freed
from the wickedness that stalks abroad
at noonday; but when such come to Zion,
how soon do they forget the condition of
others whom it is their duty to remem-
ber, because they are in circumstances
similar to those which surrounded them
before they were enabled to gather home.

We should remember that we
have been collected from the nations,
through the same motives which now
inspire our brethren and sisters in
other lands, to establish righteous-
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ness upon the earth, to put down in-
iquity, and to hate the report thereof.
You will see this manifest in the corre-
spondence of our brethren who are still
among the nations. It was formerly man-
ifest in ours, and each of us was accus-
tomed to exclaim, "Oh that I could be de-
livered from Babylon!" We were finally
enabled to come up here, and to get deliv-
erance from that great wickedness which
was an eyesore to us every day. Then
how do we act? Do we hanker for the
wickedness of the world? Our traditions
are still thick upon us; and if we do not
remember our covenants and strive to
see things by the light of the Holy Spirit,
we shall soon be led to find fault with
things which we see around us.

Perhaps those who thus become dis-
affected may not say anything about it
for a time; but they will say in their
hearts and souls that they do not like
this, they disapprove of that, and they
despise the other. They do not at first
speak of these things, but the next thing
they do in the path to ruin is to ne-
glect their prayers, to neglect their ev-
ery duty, and finally they are led cap-
tive by the Devil. They ask if that spirit
that has actuated them in their early ex-
perience, and that has been the motive-
spring in times gone by, sanctions what
they see around them. Darkness grad-
ually gets into their minds, and the first
thing they know they are led back to love
the wickedness of the world.

This is because they forget that upon
themselves rests the responsibility of
making that Zion about which they
talked, prayed, and preached. It is be-
cause they forget that it is their business
to labor for the establishment of righ-
teous principles, and to walk wickedness
under their feet.

This is the duty, and this should
be the labor of all that come up
here. They should let the law of



