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of the Lord be the delight of their souls day
by day. They should let the principles of
our holy religion absorb every other feel-
ing. If this comes in contact with their pre-
viously received opinions, let it be eradi-
cated from their souls by the Spirit of the
Living God; and the quicker they can do
this the better it will be for them.

The work in which you have thus far
been engaged, brethren and sisters, is
worth everything you possess; and if actu-
ated by righteous motives, you will seek by
industry and economy to establish good
principles, to promote righteousness, and
to do that for which you have been called
into the fold of Christ; you will endeavor
to do that which is necessary to amalgam-
ate your sentiments and efforts for your
own comfort and the comfort of those
around you; you will endeavor to build
up; you will work diligently in that sphere
in which you are called to labor, and the
kingdom of God and its righteousness will
be the first thing in your minds. Whatever
you may have to mourn about, you will
have a joy in laboring for the kingdom of
God.

It should be the delight of every man
and woman to strive to accomplish the
greatest amount of good in whatever
sphere they are or may be called to act.

We are exhorted in the Scriptures not
to be covetous; therefore, we should not let
covetousness get into our hearts, for that
will drown the best affections of our na-
ture; it will ruin any man or woman that
encourages it. It is idolatry to worship the
creature instead of the Creator; hence, cov-
etousness becomes idolatry. I could wish
there was not any of it with us.

This, you must remember, is no
argument in favor of wastefulness,
neither does it authorize us to neglect
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the cultivation of the ground, or to be care-
less with the things which the Lord puts
into our hands. We should strive to make
the soil produce for the benefit of ourselves
and the advancement of the interests of
the kingdom of God. The mechanic also
should be as diligent as he can; and what-
ever the labor appointed shall be, all should
be diligent therein, and not say that be-
cause they are not to be covetous, they will
therefore go and waste away that which the
Lord has given them. [President Brigham
Young: They will be cursed if they do it.]
It is displeasing in the sight of God, for it
is doing a discredit to him who has created
these bounties of nature for the use of man
and for the benefit of all his creatures.

Let us have no other object in view than
the building up of the kingdom of God.
I have heard persons say that we should
not give our means away, but we should
go and do this or that; and in fact I have
frequently thought such persons seem to
be extravagant and wasteful on purpose
to squander their means, and thus prevent
those who are appointed to take charge of
the kingdom of God on the ecarth from
controlling it. Whoever does this scatter-
ing, destroying, and wasting away is actu-
ated by the spirit of the Devil.

The Lord Almighty is willing to bless
the Saints, we are informed, if they are
willing to take care of and use that which
he puts into their hands in that way that
will best promote the interests of his
kingdom upon the earth. As we were
told here this morning, the earth is full of
good things, and whom will they belong
to? We are here now; but everything we
have is borrowed—our lives, the breath
that is in our nostrils, and all that we now
seem to possess. This is not our abiding
place. In this our present capacity we are
in a state of probation or mortality, and
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