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we have borrowed everything that we

possess. Nothing belongs to us that we

now enjoy; it is merely loaned to us. If

we are faithful to those things given unto

us, and make a wise use of them, the

promise is that we shall be made rulers

over many things. We are nothing here;

we are as it were lent to ourselves for a

season, and it is expected of us that we

will make ourselves worthy to receive ev-

erlasting habitations, which have been

prepared for us from before the founda-

tion of the world. The Father has many

mansions, as Jesus said—"I go to pre-

pare a place for you, that where I am, ye

may be also."

We have a great deal to do to destroy

wickedness and establish righteousness

upon the earth, and to prepare ourselves

for the establishment of Zion, that she

may become the head upon the earth.

Will we bear correction and proper

tutorage? Will we bear chastisement

and throw aside our own faults and

frivolous actions? Will we live our reli-

gion, or will we give way to every fool-

ish thing that comes in our path, and

thus let our minds be drawn from the

pure steam into byways, and thus bring

about our ruin? Will we seek to hide

the light from our brethren and sis-

ters who feel an ardent desire to gather

with the Saints, that they may possess

the same blessings that we this day en-

joy? Do we feel that we will do right

and hold ourselves and all that we pos-

sess upon the altar of the kingdom of

God? Do we feel that we should be

diligent and economical, that we should

seek unto the elements that we are

surrounded with, and take that course

that will make us the most independent

people upon the earth? If we should

bless the earth and ask God to bless it,

that it may bring forth for our support

and sustenance, and that we may have

power to draw forth and combine the ele-

ments, and thus make us independent of

every nation, kindred, tongue, and peo-

ple.

It is my faith that this is the ruling

kingdom upon the earth. I feel satis-

fied that it will ere long be so. In it are

bound up my hopes of salvation and of

success in this world and that which is

to come. Besides this, I know that every

other nation and kingdom will be broken

to pieces, and this will become the head

of the nations. If ever righteousness is

established, it will be upon this footing;

and so far from dreading it, the people

should rejoice that it will be so, for their

own governments and kingdoms are rot-

ting to pieces and tumbling down. When

this kingdom is fully established, there

will be no oppression, but people will be

put in possession of a full enjoyment of

their own principles, and be left to act ac-

cording to the dictates of their own con-

sciences, and none will be deprived of

this privilege. Our Father and God will

never force a man's conscience, but ev-

ery man will have this power and privi-

lege of receiving or rejecting. But there

is one thing they will not be permitted

to do, and that is to infringe upon each

other's rights.

Man is an independent being in his

agency, to do right or wrong, and has

the liberty of doing as he pleases; but

I qualify this by saying that he has

not the right to do wrong or to infringe

upon the rights of another individual.

This is the law of society, and it is also

the law of heaven. We live together,

we have been brought forth upon this

earth, and we dwell together in commu-

nities. Men must respect the rights of

each other, and it will be so in all na-

tions upon the earth under the govern-

ment of God. I feel as though I want to

see this kingdom triumph, and I feel that

the whole world will see it. Wickedness

and corruption will be controlled, and


