SUFFERINGS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

we do; but they have proven themselves
worthy only of an exaltation to the state
of angels, whereas we have the privilege
of obtaining not only the same exaltation
they enjoy, but of going further until we
become Gods, even the sons of God.

My next reflections are upon the state
of mankind, their position before God in
their creation and being upon the earth
in the connection of the spirit and taber-
nacle, and the influences that surround
them. There are certain influences that
we have no control over: man is con-
trolled by surrounding influences in a
greater or less degree. For instance, we
cannot avert the consequences of the fall
as it is called, of Adam, which came
through his transgressing certain words
or laws given to him by his Father and
God. In consequence of this, sin came
into the world, and death by sin. We are
more or less controlled by the influences
that have been introduced into the world
by the power of Satan upon the children
of men, and will be so long as we live in
the flesh.

Permit me to diverge a moment from
the legitimate chain of the subject before
us. I do not myself wish, nor do I ask
any man in the world to create a spirit of
reformation to sing and shout ourselves
"away to everlasting bliss." There never
was any such reformation desired by me.
All T have ever asked for or contended for
is a reformation in the life of this peo-
ple; that the thief should stop his steal-
ing, the swearer his swearing, the liar
his lying, the deceiver his deceiving, and
the man who loves the world more than
his God and his religion wean his affec-
tions from those objects and place them
where they of right belong. I do not
wish anybody to cherish a wild enthu-
siasm, so common in the world, which
is produced by the excitement of animal
passions, and makes people weep and
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cry out in an insane manner. I wish the
people to make themselves acquainted
with facts pertaining to God, to heaven,
to mankind upon the earth, their er-
rand here, for what they are created,
the nature of their organization, who
has power over them, who controls them,
how much they can control themselves,
&ec., &c.; and then let us see whether we
can be men and conduct ourselves like
Saints, or live and act like the wicked.

My reflections led me to inquire who
it is that has influence over us. Can you
inform me why people do wrong when
they know the path of right and can walk
in it as easily as we can walk home in
broad daylight? Is the cause of this to
be found in the heavens? No. Is it to be
found in the spirit God has placed in our
tabernacles? No. Where is it to be found?
In the power of the Enemy of all righ-
teousness, who holds dominion over our
flesh, which flesh is intimately connected
with the spirit God has placed within it.
Herein is a warfare.

Brother Lorenzo was striving to lay
before the people the necessity of their
letting good overcome evil, instead of let-
ting evil overcome good. His remarks
supplied to me a number of texts, show-
ing the precise situation of mankind be-
fore the Father and his angels, and be-
fore all the heavens. Men try to lord
it over God's heritage. 1 understand
that saying in this wise: The spirits
that are in men are as pure as the
Gods are; then why do they consent
to do evil? Because of the influences
of evil that are in the flesh. Over
it the Enemy of all righteousness has
held dominion, has exercised a right,
and has apparently triumphed. When
mankind give way to evil and suffer the
flesh to rule and contaminate the pure
spirit tabernacled within it, they lord
it over God's heritage. When men con-
sent to evil, the spirit within them does



