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can: hence we read of different degrees

of glory. How many kingdoms glory of

there are, I know not; and how many de-

grees of glory there are in these king-

doms, I know not; but there are mul-

titudes of them. Paul speaks of three,

Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon saw

three, and multitudes more have we seen

by the Spirit of revelation, according to

the capacity of our understandings. Can

we so live and direct ourselves as to

receive glory, immortality, and eternal

lives? We can. Then love not the world,

nor the things of the world. Desire not

that which is not for us, but desire only

that which God has ordained for our ben-

efit and advancement in the science of

eternal life; then can we advance with

accelerated speed in the things of God.

But is it not visibly manifest that the

great majority want to lord it over God's

heritage. Wicked kings lord it over the

consciences of their subjects, priests over

their people, and masters over their ser-

vants; and wicked dispositions tell us to

do this and to desire that which pertains

to folly: they prompt almost constantly

to lord it over God's heritage. Where is

God's heritage? It is in our affections,

our love, delight, glory, and happiness.

Let us honor God's heritage, sanctify it,

and bring all into subjection that sur-

rounds it and is connected with it, sanc-

tifying the Lord in our affections. We

see all the world trying to lord it over

God's heritage. It is in the spirit that the

evil principle and power is trying to over-

come and rule over the divine principle

planted there. This constantly leads the

children of men astray.

What power is legally ours? That

which was given to Adam and the human

family in former days. Power? Yes. Do-

minion? Yes. Glory? Yes. Honor? Yes.

That which pertains to this world? Yes.

That which pertains to the next? Yes.

Let us understand this power and this

privilege that God has guaranteed to the

human family. He has first imparted

power to mankind to control the ele-

ments; and when this is employed faith-

fully to magnify righteousness, then ex-

cellence, magnificence, splendor, beauty,

honor, glory, and Godlike power will fol-

low as the results. This power must be

guided by the Almighty. Let the people

be led by the revelations of Jesus Christ,

and the finger of God will be made man-

ifest before them day by day in their

progress to eternal happiness; for this is

the privilege of the faithful.

Shall we not choose for ourselves?

Yes. Have we not rights? Yes. Have

we not power? Yes. Have we not author-

ity bequeathed to us from the heavens—

a legacy from God to hold dominion over

the elements? Yes. Then go to like men,

like angels, like Him we read of, whom

we love and serve and worship, who in

his former capacity organized the ele-

ments as we are taught to do for our own

benefit, beauty, comfort, excellency, and

glory, and beautify the earth and make

it like the garden of Eden, so that the

angels will delight to come and dwell

here, and Jesus Christ will delight to

dwell with his brethren on the earth.

This is our right. We are not desti-

tute of rights and privileges. We have

the right of choice. We have the right

to dictate, to plough, plant, sow, reap,

gather, mow, clothe ourselves and fami-

lies, and gather around us in abundance

all the comforts and blessings of life.

Have we a right to inflict evil upon our

neighbor, upon the divinity within him,

or upon the divinity within ourselves?

No. God should rule in the way and

manner he pleases by the revelations of

the Lord Jesus Christ, which will lead


