
110 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

retary Cass, was brought into requisi-

tion on the subject, "What shall we do

with the Mormons?" said he. "Send a

small army among them, under the com-

mand of an intelligent officer; send good-

looking, companionable, sociable officers,

and a few strong-minded women; yes,

send men who are calculated to win

away their females, and thus civilize

them, by introducing among them habits

of modern Christian civilization; and in

a short time you will reduce them to

the necessity of being satisfied with one

wife." Colonel Steptoe was sent here to

fulfil that mission with the gentlemanly

officers and soldiers who composed his

command. The object of their errand,

however, was not accomplished.

In a short time afterwards they came

to the conclusion that it was necessary

to take a step that should make an ut-

ter end of "Mormonism" at once, by a

decided and bold stroke of "our gallant

little army." The nation was proud of

so grand an undertaking. The press

lauded the project, and the members of

the Government were proud of the zeal

in which this enterprising war was un-

dertaken. The delusion passed current

that the "Mormons" would now be bro-

ken up. Their first hope was that famine

would reduce us to destruction; but this

had failed.

And while they were looking for tid-

ings that in the hard winter of 1856 the

"Mormons" had all perished of starva-

tion, our Delegates suddenly appeared

at the Capitol, asking for admission into

the Union as a State. This astonished

them.

Do they not remember that from

the earliest period of our history, the

nation and the different States have

recognized us as a separate people?

In 1834, Daniel Dunklin, Governor of

Missouri, said in an official document

that the constitution and laws of the

State of Missouri made ample pro-

visions for the protection of the Mor-

mons; but the prejudices of the people

of Missouri were so great against them,

that they could not be enforced, and con-

sequently the Mormons could not be re-

instated in the possession of their lands

and protected in their rights.

If my friend, Attorney General Blair

here, will allow me, I will quote Black-

stone, who says that "Allegiance is that

ligament or thread which ties or binds

the subject to the sovereign, and for

which the subject is entitled to pro-

tection from the sovereign." Now, the

very minute that the sovereign, king, or

government, republic, or whatever form

of government it may be, shall cease

to extend protection to their subjects,

whether they be many or few they nec-

essarily become independent, and are

compelled for self-preservation to protect

themselves and to look out for their own

wants and provide for their own neces-

sities. That is the situation we were

in in Missouri when Governor Dunklin

declared that the constitution and laws

of Missouri could not be enforced so as

to protect this people. It was virtually

declaring us independent of that State,

and acknowledging our right to protect

ourselves in that capacity. The truth

of this position was further illustrated

by the imposition upon us of a treaty

by Major General Lucas in the fall of

1838, which treaty was approved by Ma-

jor General Clark, and subsequently by

L. W. Boggs, Governor of the State; and

thus, contrary to our will, and at the

point of thousands of bayonets, were we

compelled to be one of the high contract-

ing parties to a treaty—an exercise of

power which belongs alone to indepen-

dent sovereignty.

From that day, and I do not know

how long before, so far as allegiance

is concerned, we were cast without the

pale of the jurisdiction of the Gov-

ernment in which we lived. It was

not we that did this: it was forced


