
feels it is their best policy and their duty to 
adopt such a system of political economy 
as will provide for their own wants, and 
protect themselves against the exactions of 
other nations.

We need not expect to get cotton from 
the Southern States, for they are fight-
ing with the North, and have not time to 
raise it and communication is cut off by a 
blockade. We need not expect to get to-
bacco from the South, for the negroes are 
at work digging entrenchments and raising 
corn for the Southern army.

We have got to provide for ourselves 
as a great family and as a nation. All en-
lightened nations have endeavored to get 
control of a northern and southern cli-
mate. The God of heaven, in his abundant 
mercy, has given us the control, in these el-
evated valleys, of a northern and southern 
climate.

There are a great many persons among 
us that use tobacco, and there are some 
reasons why they use it. For instance, our 
young men see a Gentile with a stove pipe 
hat on, a pair of big whiskers, and a cigar 
in his mouth. Oh, it looks so pretty, think 
our young men; and if they cannot get a 
cigar, they must have a pipe. Many of our 
boys see an old man that has been educated 
among the Gentiles, and has contracted, 
unfortunately, a habit of chewing tobacco. 
While walking along, he spits upon the 
snow; it colors the virgin snow as though 
a calf had been there. The boy looks at it, 
and says he, “That looks nice;” so he gets 
his tobacco, and spits on the snow also. 
“There,” says he, “that looks as though a 
man had been along here.” This habit has 
become stubborn with many people. You 
may be astonished when I tell you that it 
takes about sixty thousand dollars in cash 
out of our Territory every year for the article 
of tobacco. Within the last ten years we have

paid in the neighborhood of six hundred 
thousand dollars for this one article.

It is entirely against our interest to pay 
out this yearly sum for an article we can 
raise in our own country, and a violation 
of the true principles of political economy. 
I will appeal to our individual pockets. I 
will say I have got to pay for me and my 
boys for twenty-five pounds of tobacco in a 
year. Suppose a taxgatherer comes, and my 
tax is twenty-five dollars, I say I have not a 
red cent, and I cannot pay it. It cannot be 
had; I cannot raise it; but twenty-five dol-
lars in tobacco must be raised: there are no 
two ways about that.

Now, as a State, in this item of politi-
cal economy, let us raise and manufacture 
our own tobacco, and learn to think and 
believe that tobacco of our own raising is 
just as good and a little better than that 
brought from abroad.

We sent brethren to the South to raise 
cotton in 1857. Something like thirty-
three of them went, and the next year 
many more went, so that in 1858, the 
vote of Washington County amounted 
to one hundred voters. Many of them 
were Southern men, who had been gath-
ered from Texas, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and other parts of the Southern States. 
They were accustomed to raising cot-
ton. The President advised them to go 
there and supply the Territory with 
cotton. It had the appearance of a bar-
ren country generally. The mountains 
were barren and bleak in their appear-
ance; red sandstone, and black volca-
nic rock, and a variety of grey-colored 
clay prevailing, altogether giving it a 
kind of somber, deadly appearance. The 
brethren went to raising cotton in small 
patches as they could find the land,  
and every year they cultivated it they 
found the cotton to improve in quality.
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