
I wish to address myself particularly to 
the Elders of Israel, for their instruction, 
edification, and learning, that they may be 
profitable to themselves and others. I will 
appeal to the experience of every individ-
ual, when we do as well as we know how, 
honor our God, honor our calling, honor 
our Priesthood, honor our tabernacles, our 
being upon the earth, whether it is not the 
feeling of every heart to wish all persons to 
be just like ourselves—to wish the ideas 
and acts of our brethren to be precisely 
like ours; and yet we should not look upon 
ourselves as an infallible standard for oth-
ers. It is no more natural for your lungs to 
expand and contract in breathing than it is 
for you to wish others to be like yourselves.

I wish the Elders of Israel to understand 
mankind as they are—to go to the people 
and take them as they are. Let an Elder go 
into the world to preach the Gospel of sal-
vation, and he will find some individuals 
possessed of a great deal more ability than 
others. Stop with a family, when you are in-
vited to tarry overnight, and you find them 
in great ignorance; their minds are low and 
groveling, as were the minds of their fathers 
before them; they have not been taught to 
cultivate the mental faculty that is within 
them, and they are dull and stupid. Step 
into another house, and you will discern that 
the minds of every member of that family 
are cultivated to the best of their ability and

circumstances. You will find some portions 
of a community diligently studying the sci-
ences of the day, others cultivating the arts, 
etc., each according to their tastes, means, 
or circumstances, while others seem to be 
under no cultivation of the mind: yet in all 
the various classes each wants his neighbor 
to be precisely like himself.

You see some persons who appear at 
meetings on the Sabbath and on other 
public occasions with their hair uncombed 
and their faces, hands, and clothing un-
cleanly. Have they no combs nor soap? 
They have, or can get them. How happens 
it that we behold such conduct? Probably 
the parents of those persons taught them 
that it was pride that prompted people 
to appear clean and decent. Perhaps their 
mothers taught them in their infancy that 
if they washed their faces, and combed and 
anointed their hair, and dressed themselves 
in comely apparel to appear before their 
fellow men, “Oh, you are full of pride!” 
Sisters, were not some of you taught in 
your youth that if you wore a silk dress, 
you did so purely through pride? Many of 
you were. I knew one sister in this Church 
who burned up several dresses when she 
became a Methodist, because she thought 
it not right for her to wear rich and costly 
clothing; that pride prompted costly dress, 
and in it she could not come before the 
Lord in humility. She also thought that if
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