VARIETIES OF MIND, ETC.

"Because their acts and lives are so dif-
ferent from mine." Now, if you will reflect
upon the traditions of the world, with
which we are more or less encumbered,
you will see manifest the trait I have
referred to. If I am washed and made
clean, if T am attired in comely garments,
or there is anything extra upon me to
beautify, it is considered by some as the
height of folly and pride; it is looked upon
as a sin of the deepest dye; and the feel-
ing arises, "If I could believe such a gen-
tleman or lady to be a Christian, I should
despair of the good that is with me."
Why? "Because I have been taught that
all this is pride." I have known people
who have lived in this Church, whom I
should suppose had concluded it to be an
unpardonable sin for them to go to meet-
ing with clean faces and hands. What
are the notions of most of the Chris-
tian world in regard to a Prophet? They
would wish to see a man with his hair
to his waist. Combed? No. He must
never appear to use that frivolous, sin-
ful article, a comb. That would be folly
in the extreme. It would be sin, there-
fore, if he appears with his hair long,
bushy, snarled, dirty, and hanging care-
lessly about his shoulders. Are his hands
washed? No. His finger nails trimmed
and clean? No; they are like dirty bird's
claws. Is he cheerful? No; for he must
wear a long face, never suffer a smile
to pass over his countenance, but go
mourning all the day long; and it is,
"O Lord, have mercy upon the people.”
Present a Prophet to suit the notions of
many of the sectarian world, and you
have such a man as this. Will he have
on a decent suit of clothes? No; he must
have a sheepskin about his loins, and
must wear a girdle as dirty and filthy as
the rags upon our natives.

Others are trained and tradition-
ated to appear with clean faces and
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dressed in decent attire—are taught to
appear comely and beautiful. All of these
classes act according to their faith and
traditions, and each one of them says, "If
you are not as I am, you are not right."
This is just as natural as it is to breathe
vital air. I wish this trait in the Saints to
be done away. I want the Elders of Israel
to learn to take people as they are. How
many do you see who have no influence
over certain spirits in this Church? Do
you know how to approach a man that
is full of subtlety and self-will—with an
idea that every man on earth is wrong
but himself? Do you know how to oper-
ate to gain his affections and good will?
Do you know how to attract that spirit
and make it follow you? If you do not,
you do not fully understand your duty,
calling, and Priesthood. I wish the peo-
ple to learn to have influence over them-
selves, and then learn to have influence
with your fellow beings, that you may be
able to attract the spirits in the intel-
ligent beings around you, so that these
spirits will follow you to be taught of you,
and learn of you doctrine to lead them to
life everlasting.

There is a certain trait in the El-
ders of Israel that I really want them to
get rid of, for they are better off with-
out than with it. Not that they are so
very much to blame, or that I would con-
demn them; but, according to their tradi-
tions and nature, they think everybody
ought to be like themselves. And when
they chasten faulty brethren, they often
chasten them, perhaps, beyond bounds.
With some spirits a certain amount of
chastisement is sufficient; and if you
go beyond that, you may drive them
to destruction—you may destroys them.
You must learn to know when you have
chastised enough.

Do you know how to chastise
your children? When they do wrong,
catch them in the act of doing wrong,



