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if possible, and then switch them nicely,
and tell them you have a good mind to
whip them; tell them you will chasten
them, if they do not stop such conduct.
Do not let them know that they were
whipped; but when you correct them, do
it so that they will remember it more
than twenty-four hours; and tell them
that if they do not mind you, you will
have to chasten them and whip them.
Tell the brethren and sisters, "If you do
not behave yourselves, I will chasten you
by-and-by." Never try to destroy a man.
It is our mission to save the people, not
to destroy them. The least, the most in-
ferior spirit now upon the earth, in our
capacity, is worth worlds.

When Oliver Cowdery felt to com-
plain, and wanted a little more influence
in the Church than Joseph, the Lord
spoke to him through Joseph, and said to
his servant Oliver, Suppose you should
labor all your lifetime faithfully, and be
the means of saving one soul, how great
would be your joy in heaven over that
soul that you were the means of saving!
If to all eternity you could praise God,
through being the means of saving one
soul—I may say the least or most infe-
rior intelligence upon the earth, pertain-
ing to the human family—if you could
be the means of saving one such person,
how great would be your joy in the heav-
ens! Then let us save many, and our joy
will be great in proportion to the number
of souls we save. Let us destroy none.

I asked some brethren, a few
evenings ago while in council, if they
would not do themselves the kindness
from that time forth to live such lives
that, when the books are opened, there is
one source of gratitude to them to know
that their debits do not overbalance their
credits. I then asked them why not
live so that when the books are opened
there are no debits against them. It
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will be a pleasure to know that we have
saved all the Father gave into our power.
Jesus said that he lost none except the
sons of perdition. He will lose none of
his brethren, except sons of perdition.
Let us save all the Father puts in our
power. And when you are called to pre-
side as Bishop, or to preach the Gospel
on foreign missions, are called to travel
through our settlements to regulate the
affairs of the Saints, take a course to
save every person. There is no man or
woman within the pale of saving grace
but that is worth saving. There is no
intelligent being, except those who have
sinned against the Holy Ghost, but that
is worth, I may say, all the life of an El-
der to save in the kingdom of God. Then
let us take a course to understand men
as they are, and not endeavor to make
them precisely as we are, for this you
cannot do. I am myself; you are your-
selves. Let us learn how to approach
each other, and how to get an influ-
ence over that intelligent portion that is
within.

I am not going to drive a man or a
woman to heaven. A great many think
that they will be able to flog people into
heaven, but this can never be done, for
the intelligence in us is as independent
as the Gods. People are not to be driven,
and you can put into a gnat's eye all
the souls of the children of men that
are driven into heaven by preaching hell-
fire. So learn wisdom, that when you
behold your brethren in the depths of
poverty, but striving to do right, they
are as beloved as they would be if they
were dressed in purple and fine linen.
Take that intelligent course, and learn
to instruct people until they increase
in knowledge and understanding, until
their traditions pass away, and they will
become of one heart and mind in the
principles of godliness.

If you are ever called upon to



