OBSERVANCE OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD.

in water in the likeness of the death of
Jesus Christ, and then go and partake
of those cursed old sins that he had just
been washed clean from? I tell you that
baptism, in such cases, brings greater
condemnation. When people are bap-
tized, they should then receive the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands. He will
show them things to come; he will dwell
with them, and comfort their hearts, and
cheer up their spirits.

There never should be a limb upon a
fruit tree that is not bearing fruit. But
you will see a great many members in
this Church who are not bearing much
fruit. Where is there an Elder, High
Priest, Seventy, Apostle, or Prophet that
is not required to bring forth the fruits
of Christ, and those that will redound to
his glory? Let us pursue that course of
life that will make us the friends of our
father and God, friends of his servants
Joseph, Hyrum, Peter, Paul, Jesus, and
all the Apostles of Christ, and let our
friendship extend back to those who are
in the spirit world.

Do not you suppose that the Lord will
send his angels to sustain this people?
Yes, he will; and if he has to knock these
mountains by which we are surrounded
into ten thousand pieces, in order to ac-
complish his purposes, he will do it.

It is very easy to be seen that the
nation that has oppressed us is going
down. The Lord revealed to Joseph
Smith something about the judgments
that await the inhabitants of the earth,
and he said in the revelations that
the judgments should commence at the
house of God. I will read to you parts
of the revelations which speak of these
things—

"But, behold, I say unto you that
before this great day shall come the
sun shall be darkened, and the moon
shall be turned into blood, and the
stars shall fall from heaven, and there
shall be great signs in heaven above
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and in the earth beneath; And there
shall be weeping and wailing among the
hosts of men; And there shall be a great
hailstorm sent forth to destroy the crops
of the earth. And it shall come to
pass, because of the wickedness of the
world, that I will take vengeance upon
the wicked, for they will not repent; for
the cup of mine indignation is full; for
behold, my blood shall not cleanse them
if they hear me not.

"Wherefore, I the Lord God will send
forth flies upon the face of the earth,
which shall take hold of the inhabitants
thereof, and shall eat their flesh, and
shall cause maggots to come in upon
them; And their tongues shall be stayed
that they shall not utter against me; and
their flesh shall fall from off their bones,
and their eyes from their sockets; And it
shall come to pass that the beasts of the
forest and the fowls of the air shall de-
vour them up. And the great and abom-
inable church, which is the whore of all
the earth, shall be cast down by devour-
ing fire, according as it is spoken by the
mouth of Ezekiel the prophet, who spoke
of these things, which have not come to
pass but surely must, as I live, for abom-
inations shall not reign." (Doctrine and
Covenants, see. 10, par. 4-5.)

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, that
when I give a commandment to any of
the sons of men to do a work unto my
name, and those sons of men go with
all their might and with all they have
to perform that work, and cease not
their diligence, and their enemies come
upon them and hinder them from per-
forming that work, behold, it behooveth
me to require that work no more at
the hands of those sons of men, but
to accept of their offerings. And the
iniquity and transgression of my holy
laws and commandments I will visit
upon the heads of those who hindered
my work, unto the third and fourth



