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GATHERING OF THE SAINTS—HONORING THE
PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE BOWERY, GREAT SALT LAKE

CITY, JULY 28, 1861.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

When I came into this Church, I

started right out as a missionary, and

took a text, and began to travel on a cir-

cuit. Truth is my text, the Gospel of sal-

vation my subject, and the world my cir-

cuit. I presume I shall not soon go all

over it, but I am still preaching and trav-

eling occasionally. I expect to be here

about every other Sabbath, as I have

been for a few weeks or months past, ex-

cept when I was in the south.

While I am here with you, I want

to talk to the Saints. I like to look at

them; I like to instruct them, and to be

instructed. We pray continually for the

redemption of Zion, for the Lord to has-

ten the time when we can return and

establish the Center Stake of Zion, and

build up the great temple of the Lord

upon which his glory will rest as a cloud

by day, and a pillar of fire by night. We

pray that we may be sanctified, that we

may be made pure in heart; and we pray

that the Lord will teach us his will con-

tinually, and reveal unto us precisely his

mind, so that we may have the mind of

Christ, and know precisely what to do.

When will Zion be redeemed? When

will the Savior make his appearance in

the midst of his people? When will

the veil be taken away, that we may

behold the glory of God? Can any of

you answer these questions? Yes, read-

ily, when I tell you. The redemption

of Zion is the first step preparatory to

the two last-named events. Just as soon

as the Latter-day Saints are ready and

prepared to return to Independence,

Jackson County, in the State of Missouri,

North America, just so soon will the

voice of the Lord be heard, "Arise now,

Israel, and make your way to the Cen-

ter Stake of Zion." Do you think there

is any danger of our being ready be-

fore the Lord prepares the other end

of the route? Do you believe that we,

as Latter-day Saints, are preparing our

own hearts, our own lives, to return to

take possession of the Center Stake of

Zion, as fast as the Lord is preparing to

cleanse the land from those ungodly per-

sons who dwell there? You can read, re-

flect, and make your own calculations. If

we are not very careful, the earth will

be cleansed from wickedness before we

are prepared to take possession of it. We

must be pure to be prepared to build

up Zion. To all appearance, the Lord is

preparing that end of the route faster

than we are preparing ourselves to go

there.

His grace is here, his judgments are

here, his wisdom and Spirit are here,

and every qualification that Saints can

require is here ready to be poured out

upon the people, if they are prepared to

receive them. Are we prepared to receive

those qualifications? Are we prepared to

march back and take possession of the

Center Stake of Zion, build up the great

Temple of the Lord, and gather in the na-

tions of the earth?

There are hundreds and thousands

coming here this season. We are

gathering the people as fast as we


