
I want you to have faith enough con-
cerning myself and my Counselors for the 
Lord to remove us out of the way, if we 
do not magnify our calling, and put men 
in our places that will do right. I had the 
promise, years ago, that I never should 
apostatize and bring an evil upon this 
people. God revealed that through Joseph, 
long before he died; and if I am not do-
ing right, you may calculate that the Lord 
is going to take me home. He will not send 
me to hell, but he will take me home to 
himself. “I will take you up here, Brigham, 
and give you a few lessons.” I am go-
ing where He is, for I have that promise, 
and so have many others. I am telling you 
these things for your comfort. In all this 
there are no new principles and doctrines, 
though it is new to many of you. You 
must have faith in God that he will lead 
his people right, in a way to preserve them 
from every evil.

You can read in the writings of the an-
cient Prophets that the Lord is going to 
bring again Zion. The Prophet said that 
very quickly: it took him not more than 
half a minute. Let me ask the Latter-day 
Saints, How long will it take this people 
to fulfil that short sentence? How can they, 
unless they live in the light of revelation, 
and God leads them day by day? Then can 
they do it in a moment, in an hour, in a 
week, in a month, or in a year? No. It will 
take years to perform that saying of the 
Prophet that he wrote down so soon. And 
it will take more than one Prophet or per-
son; it will take hundreds and thousands of 
them to fulfil that saying; and they cannot 
begin to fulfil one part of it without the 
power of revelation.

You may read another text—“The Lord 
will empty the earth”—I will not say whether 
of wickedness or righteousness. How is this 
to be understood, and how are the people

going to fulfil this saying of the Prophet? 
How is the Lord going to empty the earth? 
Will it be done in a week or a year? No. He 
has begun to do it. President Lincoln called 
out soldiers for three months, and was go-
ing to wipe the blot of secession from the 
escutcheon of the American Republic. The 
three months are gone, and the labor is 
scarcely begun. Now they are beginning to 
enlist men for three years; soon they will 
want to enlist during the war; and then, I 
was going to say, they will want them to 
enlist during the duration of hell. Do they 
know what they are doing? No; but they 
have begun to empty the earth, to cleanse 
the land, and prepare the way for the re-
turn of the Latter-day Saints to the Center 
Stake of Zion.

Have we inheritances there? When I left 
the State of Missouri, I had a deed for five 
pieces of as good land as any in the State, 
and I expect to go back to it. Do we own 
anything in Illinois? Yes. In Ohio? Yes. 
The Lord will call back the Latter-day 
Saints, although it is written in the revela-
tions, speaking of the Saints being driven 
from Jackson County, that they should 
be driven from State to State, from city to 
city, and but few would remain to receive 
their inheritance. I did not receive any in-
heritance in Jackson County, Missouri. I 
never was there, and I do not think of any-
one present who was there, except Judge 
Phelps. There are also a few others in the 
Territory who received theirs. A few will 
remain and receive their inheritance. Will 
we return and receive an inheritance there? 
Many of the Saints will return to Missouri, 
and there receive an inheritance. This is 
not worded exactly as is the revelation, but 
it is according to the nature of things. The 
earth will also be emptied upon natural 
principles: it cannot be done otherwise.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES142

JOD Vol 9-LIVE.indd   142JOD Vol 9-LIVE.indd   142 5/13/20   9:01 PM5/13/20   9:01 PM


