
150 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

immortal life as we are of the life we now

possess. This, in fact, is the only way in

which we can be prepared to inherit that

more glorious life.

What a pity it would be if we were

led by one man to utter destruction! Are

you afraid of this? I am more afraid that

this people have so much confidence in

their leaders that they will not inquire

for themselves of God whether they are

led by Him. I am fearful they settle down

in a state of blind self-security, trust-

ing their eternal destiny in the hands of

their leaders with a reckless confidence

that in itself would thwart the purposes

of God in their salvation, and weaken

that influence they could give to their

leaders, did they know for themselves,

by the revelations of Jesus, that they

are led in the right way. Let every man

and woman know, by the whispering of

the Spirit of God to themselves, whether

their leaders are walking in the path the

Lord dictates, or not. This has been my

exhortation continually.

Brother Joseph W. Young remarked

this morning that he wished the peo-

ple to receive the word of the Lord

through his servants, be dictated by

them, and have no will of their own.

I would express it in this wise: God

has placed within us a will, and we

should be satisfied to have it controlled

by the will of the Almighty. Let the

human will be indomitable for right.

It has been the custom of parents to

break the will until it is weakened,

and the noble, Godlike powers of the

child are reduced to a comparative state

of imbecility and cowardice. Let that

heaven-born property of human agents

be properly tempered and wisely di-

rected, instead of pursuing the opposite

course, and it will conquer in the cause of

right. Break not the spirit of any person,

but guide it to feel that it is its greatest

delight and highest ambition to be con-

trolled by the revelations of Jesus Christ;

then the will of man becomes Godlike in

overcoming the evil that is sown in the

flesh, until God shall reign within us to

will and do of his good pleasure.

Let all persons be fervent in prayer,

until they know the things of God for

themselves and become certain that they

are walking in the path that leads to ev-

erlasting life; then will envy, the child of

ignorance, vanish, and there will be no

disposition in any man to place himself

above another; for such a feeling meets

no countenance in the order of heaven.

Jesus Christ never wanted to be differ-

ent from his father: they were and are

one. If a people are led by the revelations

of Jesus Christ, and they are cognizant of

the fact through their faithfulness, there

is no fear but they will be one in Christ

Jesus, and see eye to eye.

We shall not be entirely free from sin

for some time yet; but so long as it is

in a state of perfect subjection, we are

so far sanctified to keep up this warfare

against the power of sin until we have

obtained a perfect mastery over the evil

that is within our organisms, and are

able to control it constantly until death

shall end the struggle: then shall we

be prepared for a glorious resurrection.

Amen.


