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Brethren and sisters, you have all

heard what has been said by President

Young and others. I can say that I agree

with them in all those things of which

they have spoken. I have been very

much annoyed, ever since I came into

these mountains, by those thieves that

have been prowling around and stealing

our property. I cannot think what fa-

thers are doing to allow their children

to mingle with those who are known to

be thieves, thereby creating a propen-

sity to interfere with other men's prop-

erty. My father was not a religious man,

but he always taught his children good

morals and strict honesty: he also paid

due respect to the religions of the day. He

instructed them against lying, stealing,

and every species of vice; and I presume

that there are not many who have been

more strictly educated in the principles

of morality than I have.

When people sent their children to

school in those days, they were taught,

among other things, the Ten Command-

ments. The principles inculcated in

those commandments were impressed

upon their young and tenderminds, such

as, "Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt

not covet any of thy neighbor's prop-

erty. Thou shalt not bear false wit-

ness." These and many other good prin-

ciples were strongly enforced upon the

children's minds, and this prevented

them from being led astray. In the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants we have

these things set forth in great plainness.

Read the 5, 6, 7, and 8 paragraphs of a

revelation, given February, 1831, which

is as follows—

"And again, the elders, priests and

teachers of this church shall teach the

principles of my gospel, which are in

the Bible and the Book of Mormon, in

the which is the fulness of the gospel.

And they shall observe the covenants

and church articles to do them, and these

shall be their teachings, as they shall be

directed by the Spirit. And the Spirit

shall be given unto you by the power of

faith; and if ye receive not the Spirit ye

shall not teach. And all this ye shall ob-

serve to do as I have commanded con-

cerning your teaching, until the fulness

of my scriptures is given. And as ye

shall lift up your voices by the Com-

forter, ye shall speak and prophesy as

seemeth me good; For, behold, the Com-

forter knoweth all things, and beareth

record of the Father and of the Son.

And now, behold, I speak unto the

church. Thou shalt not kill; and he that

kills shall not have forgiveness in this

world, nor in the world to come.

And again, I say, thou shalt not kill;

but he that killeth shall die. Thou shalt

not steal; and he that stealeth and will

not repent shall be cast out. Thou shalt

not lie; he that lieth and will not repent

shall be cast out. Thou shalt love thy

wife with all thy heart, and shalt cleave


