
152 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

unto her and none else. And he that

looketh upon a woman to lust after her

shall deny the faith, and shall not have

the Spirit; and if he repents not he shall

be cast out. Thou shalt not commit adul-

tery; and he that committeth adultery,

and repenteth not, shall be cast out. But

he that has committed adultery and re-

pents with all his heart, and forsaketh

it, and doeth it no more, thou shalt for-

give; But if he doeth it again, he shall

not be forgiven, but shall be cast out.

Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neigh-

bor, nor do him any harm. Thou know-

est my laws concerning these things are

given in my scriptures; he that sinneth

and repenteth not shall be cast out.

If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me

and keep all my commandments. And

behold, thou wilt remember the poor,

and consecrate of thy properties for their

support that which thou hast to impart

unto them, with a covenant and a deed

which cannot be broken. And inasmuch

as ye impart of your substance unto the

poor, ye will do it unto me; and they shall

be laid before the bishop of my church

and his counselors, two of the elders, or

high priests, such as he shall appoint or

has appointed and set apart for that pur-

pose."

In these days people act with their

children as if they thought those whole-

some doctrines were done away, and they

are very ready in their ignorance to re-

fer to Paul's saying about leaving certain

principles and going on to perfection; but

the true doctrine is not to leave those

principles which we first learned, but to

bear them in mind, day by day, to do unto

our neighbor as we would wish him to

do unto us, and thus go on to perfection.

This is the law and the prophets. These

principles are in force upon us as much

as they are upon others.

You may go and read the revela-

tions which God gave through Joseph

Smith, and you will there find repeated

in each of them some of those good

old principles. From the first organiza-

tion of this Church until today, virtue,

honesty, and the strictest morality have

been taught in all the revelations given

through Joseph Smith and his successor.

Then, for men to introduce those hate-

ful practices of lying, stealing, drunken-

ness, and other vices into our midst, at

the same time professing to be Saints, I

cannot but feel to despise their conduct,

if I do not hate them. It is taking a course

to defile this community. The taberna-

cles of men become corrupted by these

wicked acts which they perform while

under the control of the evil spirits which

dictate them, and that tabernacle that is

defiled I will destroy, saith the Lord God.

These are my feelings upon the sub-

jects treated upon by President Young

and Bishop Woolley. As was remarked,

I may also ask, Do we fear our enemies

in the world? I answer, No. I have more

fear about those corrupt individuals who

dwell in our midst.

Let us endeavor to live up to our

privileges; then the world have nothing

more to do with us than they have with

the angel of God whom they never saw.

Know ye not, brethren and sisters, that

you are angels to the present genera-

tion as well as those behind the veil?

You can read in the Scriptures that the

Lord promised to make Peter and James

ministers to his servant John, whom the

Lord appointed to tarry on the earth un-

til Jesus should come again. If Michael

the archangel were to come, he would

appear as did Peter, James, and John

when they appeared to Joseph Smith.

If we are the elect of God, we should

be among that number who will assist

to gather the Saints in the last days.


