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with the feeling in your hearts, "If I can

see a people living thus and so, all will

be right." But I want to know what it

is to you or me whether another per-

son does right or wrong. It is for us to

do right, and never to suffer ourselves

to be caught in a snare, or walking in

the path of the ungodly. It matters not

what another does, we should honor the

Priesthood and work righteousness all

the day long. This is the duty of every

man in the Priesthood and every mem-

ber in this kingdom; then all will go well

with Israel, and our enemies will have no

power over us. The world may combine

against us, but the unalterable decree

of the Almighty has gone forth—"I will

fight your battles." Have we not proven

this? Yes, we have; and we shall prove it

again and again.

God bless the upright, the humble,

the pure, the poor, and the meek of his

people; and may the time soon come

when his kingdom shall triumph, and Je-

sus reign as King of kings and Lord of

lords. Amen.
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I was sorry for an expression made

by one of our officials in relation to

the late killing of three thieves. He

considered that they were dealt with

by mob violence. Our officers of the

law are provided with means to defend

themselves against those who would slay

them. The three persons that were lately

killed were notorious thieves, and re-

sisted the officers in the discharge of

their duty. I thank God that our of-

ficers will not suffer themselves to be

shot down by notorious scoundrels. [The

congregation said "Amen."] If there are

any who sympathize with thieves, I want

to know who they are, and let them

be cut off from the Church. There

has been enough said to such charac-

ters, and they must quit such practices.

I say, If they will not reform, I wish

they would resist the officers, and then

there is an end of them and of their

depredations upon the honest citizens of

Utah.

The best people in the world are

in this Territory, and yet there is not

another community, according to our

numbers, so infested by thieves as we

are. Their depredations are perpetrated

with such impunity and barefaced ef-

frontery that it is almost impossible for

me to keep a decent handkerchief. Some

women, when they come into my house

to work, if they can steal a few hand-

kerchiefs or pillowcases, or this or that,

and make up a small bundle, they sack

it and go. If you should leave an axe, a

wagonwheel, a spade, or anything of that

kind in the canyon, when you go for it, it

has been stolen.


